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ORDINARY MEETING 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Council of Burwood will be held in the Conference 
Room, 2 Conder Street, Burwood on Tuesday 28 October 2025 at 6:00 PM to consider the matters 
contained in the attached Agenda. 
 
The public gallery will be open for those wishing to observe the meeting. In addition, an opportunity 
to observe the meeting via audio visual link will also be made available.  
 
Public Forum 
A public forum will be held at 6:00pm, prior to the commencement of the meeting, to allow 
members of the public to make oral submissions about an item on the Agenda for the meeting. The 
opportunity will also be provided to speak via audio visual link.  
 
Anyone wishing to address Council during the public forum will need to register by 2:00pm on the 
day of the meeting. A person wishing to speak must indicate the item of business on the Agenda 
they wish to speak on and whether they wish to speak ‘for’ or ‘against’ the item. Registrations to 
speak can be lodged on Council’s website.  
 
The Council Meeting will commence immediately after the conclusion of the Public Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tommaso Briscese 
General Manager 
 

mailto:council@burwood.nsw.gov.au
https://www.burwood.nsw.gov.au/Our-Council/Council-and-Committee-Meetings/Public-Participation-at-Council-Meetings
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Agenda 
 
For an Ordinary Meeting of Burwood Council to be held in the Conference Room, Level 1, 2 
Conder Street, Burwood on Tuesday 28 October 2025 immediately after the Public Forum 
commencing at 6.00pm. 
 
1. Prayer 
 

Lord, we humbly beseech thee to vouchsafe they blessing on this Council, direct and prosper 
its deliberations for the advancement of this area and the true welfare of its people. Amen. 

 
2. Acknowledgement of Country 
 
3. Statement of Ethical Obligations 
 
4. Recording of Meeting 
 
5. Apologies 
 
6. Declarations of Interest 
 
7. Declaration of Political Donations 
 
8. Confirmation of Minutes 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 23 September 2025, copies of which were 
previously circulated to all councillors be hereby confirmed as a true and correct record. 

9. Mayoral Minutes 
 
(Item MM14/25) Celebrating Burwood’s Recognition as Australia’s Coolest 

Neighbourhood and #16 in the World ..................................................... 5 
 
10. Reports to Council 
 
(Item 72/25) DCP Amendment - Update to Tree Permit Provisions - Adoption - 

Post Exhibition ....................................................................................... 7 
 
(Item 73/25) DCP Amendment - Update Acoustic Requirements for Active 

Centres - Adoption - Post Exhibition ..................................................... 32 
 
(Item 74/25) DCP Amendment – Liveability Improvements to Apartment 

Developments ...................................................................................... 38 
 
(Item 75/25) Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement Policy for Exhibition .................... 57 
 
(Item 76/25) LEP Amendment - Design Excellence Competitions ............................ 95 
 
(Item 77/25) Proposed Fee Reduction Category: Road Closures for 

Transformative Precinct-Scale Development Delivering Significant 
Community Benefit - Endorsement for Public Exhibition ..................... 121 

 
(Item 78/25) Adoption of Audited Financial Reports for the Year Ended 30 June 

2025 ................................................................................................... 126 
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(Item 79/25) Investment Report as at 30 September 2025 ..................................... 211 
 
(Item 80/25) Risk Management Policy - For Adoption ............................................ 218 
 
(Item 81/25) Annual Disclosure of Interest Returns by Councillors and 

Designated Persons ........................................................................... 222 
 
 
11. Conclusion of the Meeting 
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Mayoral Minutes 

(Item MM14/25) Celebrating Burwood’s Recognition as Australia’s 
Coolest Neighbourhood and #16 in the World 

File No: 25/53334 
 
Mayoral Minute by Cr John Faker (Mayor) 
 

Summary 
 
Every so often, a story comes along that perfectly captures what makes a city special. 
Right now, that story is ours. 
 
Burwood has officially been named Australia’s coolest neighbourhood, and 16th in the world by 
Time Out magazine.  
 
In a global ranking that celebrates creativity, culture, and community, Burwood stood out as the 
only Sydney suburb to make the list, beating out inner-city icons and putting our diverse, dynamic 
heart firmly on the world stage.  
 
See link: https://www.timeout.com/sydney/news/this-surprising-up-and-coming-sydney-suburb-has-
been-named-australias-coolest-neighbourhood-092425 
 
According to Time Out, Burwood earned its place thanks to its vibrant food scene, authentic 
community feel, buzzing public spaces, thriving night-time economy and the sense that “something 
exciting is always happening.” From the energy of Burwood Road to the hidden gems of our 
laneways and the warm welcome of our multicultural community, it’s a recognition that reflects who 
we are, and where we’re heading. 
 
I want to acknowledge and sincerely thank everyone who has contributed to making Burwood the 
vibrant, welcoming, and globally recognised city it is today: 

• Our residents, who bring warmth, diversity, and pride to every corner of our city. 
• Our local businesses, cafés, restaurateurs, and creative entrepreneurs whose talent and 

diverse offering define our unique character. 
• Our General Manager and staff, whose commitment to innovation and service excellence 

continues to set Burwood apart. 
• Our State and Federal partners, whose collaboration and investment have helped unlock 

Burwood’s potential as a connected, creative, and liveable centre. 
• And our community groups, volunteers, and schools, who keep our city’s spirit strong and 

inclusive. 
 
This recognition speaks directly to Council’s long-term vision to make Burwood a place that 
celebrates people, culture, and creativity. It reinforces the transformative impact of our efforts in 
shaping Burwood into a city that truly comes alive, day and night. 
 
More than just a great place to live, this acknowledgment reflects what our community has always 
known: Burwood is a place to visit, invest, work, connect, experience and thrive. 
 
We are proud to be Sydney’s Cultural Playground. 
 

I therefore move that: 

1. Council notes and formally acknowledges Burwood’s recognition by Time Out Magazine as 
Australia’s coolest neighbourhood and #16 in the world, celebrating the collective effort of 
residents, local businesses, community groups, and Council staff in achieving this 
milestone. 

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/news/this-surprising-up-and-coming-sydney-suburb-has-been-named-australias-coolest-neighbourhood-092425
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/news/this-surprising-up-and-coming-sydney-suburb-has-been-named-australias-coolest-neighbourhood-092425
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2. The General Manager incorporate this recognition across appropriate Council 
communications, marketing, and promotional activities. 

3. The Mayor writes to local businesses, and State and Federal partners to share this 
recognition, express Council’s appreciation for their ongoing contribution, and invite 
continued collaboration in promoting Burwood as a leading destination for culture, 
creativity, and connection. 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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Reports to Council 

(Item 72/25) DCP Amendment - Update to Tree Permit Provisions - 
Adoption - Post Exhibition  

File No: 25/49438 
 
Report by Director City Strategy   
 

Summary 
 
On 26 August 2025, Council resolved to publicly exhibit proposed amendments to Clause 6.1 – 
Preservation of Trees and Vegetation of the Burwood Development Control Plan 2013 (BDCP) to 
ensure alignment with Chapter 2 of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and 
Conservation) 2021 (SEPP) and Council’s Sustainable Burwood Plan. 
 
The proposed amendments aim to clarify provisions, reflect current legislation, and improve 
consistency with community expectations regarding tree removal and pruning. They also 
strengthen character assessment criteria and introduce replacement ratios of two or three trees for 
every one removed, depending on canopy loss. 
 
The draft amendments were publicly exhibited for 28 days in accordance with Council’s resolution. 
No submissions were received during the exhibition period. 
 
It is therefore recommended that Council adopt and implement the proposed amendments to 
Clause 6.1 – Preservation of Trees and Vegetation of the BDCP. 
 

Operational Plan Objective 
 
C.7.2 Develop strong planning controls to protect and support a green and sustainable 

environment. 
C.6  The urban forest and natural environment are maintained, enhanced and connected. 
C.6.1 Maintain and increase green spaces, the urban tree canopy, natural shade and 

enhance biodiversity corridors. 
P.11 Deliver an urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and 

place. 
P.24 Maintain and manage existing street trees and seek initiatives and opportunities to 

enhance the urban canopy. 
P.27 Provide land use planning framework and policies which enhance and protect open 

and green space. 
A.27   Provide efficient, timely development assessment services, including pre-DA support. 
A.33 Undertake a heritage assessment of all development applications relating to heritage 

items or conservation areas. 
 

Background 
 
Trees are highly valued by the Burwood community for their aesthetic, social, and environmental 
contributions. They play a vital role in creating a healthy and attractive urban environment, 
providing a sense of place, reducing the effects of the urban heat island, and supporting local 
biodiversity. 
 
The Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP), which came into effect on 1 March 2013, 
includes objectives and controls for the preservation, removal, and pruning of trees within the LGA. 
Clause 6.1 – Preservation of Trees and Vegetation operates alongside Chapter 2 of the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 (the SEPP), which 
establishes the legislative framework for regulating the clearing of trees and vegetation in non-rural 
areas, including Burwood. 
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The SEPP aims to: 
 

(a) to protect the biodiversity values of trees and other vegetation in non-rural areas of the 
State, and; 

(b) to preserve the amenity of non-rural areas of the State through the preservation of trees 
and other vegetation. 

 
Under the SEPP, councils are authorised to identify protected trees and vegetation, determine 
approval requirements, and specify conditions for works such as pruning or removal. It also 
outlines when exemptions may apply and sets approval requirements for heritage conservation 
areas and heritage-listed properties. Councils may also impose conditions on approvals for 
example, requiring replacement planting when trees are removed. 
 
It is considered that the proposed changes, identified in Attachment 1, to the BDCP are necessary 
to ensure alignment with Chapter 2 of the SEPP, reflect Council’s Sustainable Burwood Strategy, 
and provide greater clarity for customers regarding requirements for tree removal and pruning 
within the LGA. 
 
The amendments sought to Clause 6.1 seek to: 
 
• Revise and clarify the aims and objectives of the clause to align with the Sustainable Burwood 

Strategy, including the goal of increasing the urban tree canopy to 25% by 2030. 
• Update references to reflect current SEPP provisions. 
• Introduce clearer guidance on permit and application pathways, including lodgement through 

the NSW Planning Portal. 
• Expand merit assessment criteria, addressing factors such as proximity to dwellings (within 

three metres), landscape and visual character, and potential impacts on public infrastructure. 
• Strengthen requirements for replacement planting, introducing a ratio of two or three new trees 

for every one removed, depending on canopy loss. 
 
On 26 August 2025, Council resolved to place the draft amendments on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days and to receive a further report following the exhibition. This report outlines the 
exhibition process undertaken and recommends the next steps for the adoption of the proposed 
DCP amendments. 
 

Exhibition  
 
The proposed amendment to Clause 6.1 of the Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP) was 
publicly exhibited on Council’s Participate Burwood engagement platform for a period of 28 days, 
from 3 September to 1 October 2025, in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 and Council’s Community Participation Plan. 
 
In the absence of a printed local newspaper, Participate Burwood serves as Council’s primary 
platform for exhibiting proposed policy changes and engaging with the community. The exhibition 
was also promoted through the Mayoral Newsletter. 
 
During the exhibition period, submissions could be submitted by email or in writing. Council staff 
were also available to respond to community enquiries. 
 

Submissions 
 
No submissions were received during the exhibition period. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed amendments to the Burwood DCP are intended to strengthen Council’s policy 
provisions for tree removal and pruning applications, while also improving the customer experience 
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by ensuring the process aligns with SEPP requirements and provides greater clarity. The 
amendments update provisions to reference current legislative requirements, incorporate additional 
merit assessment considerations (including visual character assessment and the appropriateness 
of trees located within three metres of residential dwellings in line with complying development 
provisions), and introduce replacement ratios of two or three trees for every one removed, based 
on the extent of canopy cover loss. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications for Council. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed amendment to Clause 6.1 of the BDCP provides necessary updates to align with 
State planning policy, strengthen tree protection and replacement provisions, and improve clarity 
for customers. As no submissions were received during the public exhibition, it is recommended 
that the amendment proceed to adoption without change. 
 

Recommendation(s) 
 
1. That Council, pursuant to Section 3.43 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

and in accordance with clause 14 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 
2021, adopt the amendments to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Trees and Vegetation of the 
Burwood Development Control Plan 2013 (BDCP) as detailed in attachment 1 of this report.  
 

2. That the General Manager be endorsed to make minor modifications to any numerical, 
typographical, interpretation and formatting errors, if required, prior to the finalisation of the 
amendment to the abovementioned sections of the Burwood DCP. 

 
3. That Council give public notice of the decision to approve the amendments to Burwood DCP, 

on its website within 28 days in accordance with Clause 14(2) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Regulation 2021.  

 
4. That Council publish the updates on the NSW Planning Portal in accordance with the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021.  
 

 

Attachments 

1⇩  Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP)  

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

10 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

11 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

12 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

13 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

14 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

15 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

16 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

17 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

18 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

19 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

20 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

21 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

22 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

23 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

24 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

25 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

26 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

27 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

28 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

29 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

30 

  



Item Number 72/25 - Attachment 1 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Amendment to Clause 6.1 Preservation of Tree and Vegetation of 
Burwood Development control Plan (BDCP) 

 

31 

 



Council Meeting 28 October 2025 

 

32 

(Item 73/25) DCP Amendment - Update Acoustic Requirements for 
Active Centres - Adoption - Post Exhibition 

File No: 25/49437 
 
Report by Director City Strategy   
 

Summary 
 
On 26 August 2025, Council resolved to publicly exhibit proposed amendments to the acoustic 
amenity provisions in Parts 3 and 4 of the Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP). 
 
The proposed amendments aim to strengthen acoustic standards to support housing delivery in 
mixed-use and entertainment precincts, while ensuring a high level of protection for residents in the 
Burwood Town Centre, higher-density neighbourhoods and other active areas. 
 
The draft amendments were publicly exhibited for 28 days in accordance with Council’s resolution. 
No submissions were received during the exhibition period. 
 
It is therefore recommended that Council adopt and implement the proposed amendments to the 
acoustic amenity provisions in Parts 3 and 4 of the BDCP. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.80 Implement activities or initiatives that enhance Burwood’s night time economy  
C.3 An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and place 
C.3.1 Facilitate well designed, high quality and sustainable land use and development that is 

appropriately scaled to complement its surrounds 
C3.2 Protect our unique built heritage and maintain or enhance local character 
C.4 Sustainable, integrated transport, infrastructure and networks to support population 

growth and improve liveability and productivity. 
C.4.2 Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in. 
C.11.2  Provide opportunity for engagement with the community to inform Council’s decision-

making. 
 

Background 
 
Sydney’s urban landscape is undergoing significant change, with an increasing number of 
residents now living in apartment buildings. As the city continues to expand its housing supply to 
meet growing demand, it is essential that new developments and refurbishments in Burwood 
incorporate adequate design measures to meet the needs of families, residents, service users and 
visitors. 
 
To ensure that new developments—including apartment buildings, visitor accommodation and 
other sensitive land uses—are fit for purpose in an evolving and increasingly active setting, local 
planning controls must be modernised. Developments and substantial refurbishments should be 
required to incorporate essential acoustic measures to maintain amenity, functionality and comfort. 
This approach aligns with Council’s broader housing and development strategy, which seeks to 
deliver long-term liveability benefits. 
 
The Burwood DCP, which came into effect on 1 March 2013, includes objectives and controls 
relating to residential amenity in the town centre and residential precincts. At present, separate 
provisions apply to different land uses, including residential apartments, child care centres, 
boarding houses and co-living housing, backpackers’ accommodation, and serviced apartments. 
 
In addition, the amendments will in part implement the Mayoral Minute (MM2/25), adopted by 
Council at its meeting on 25 March 2025, which directed a review of local planning controls to 
improve the liveability of new apartment developments. The amendments will ensure apartment-
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style housing incorporates a high standard of acoustic measures, particularly within high-density 
and active precincts. 
 
The amendments update the acoustic provisions in Parts 3 and 4 of the BDCP. They are intended 
to: 
 
• Ensure residential and sensitive uses in mixed-use and entertainment precincts are protected 

from noise impacts.   
• Introduce outcome-based acoustic criteria, including minimum internal dBA performance levels.   
• Support housing delivery in high-density locations while safeguarding liveability.   
• Implement Mayoral Minute MM2/25, which directed a review of planning controls to improve 

apartment liveability. 
 
The provisions will require noise impact assessments and outcome-focused design responses, 
verified through conditions at DA, Construction Certificate and Occupation Certificate stages. 
 
On 26 August 2025, Council resolved to place the draft amendments on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days and to receive a further report following the exhibition. This report outlines the 
exhibition process undertaken and recommends the next steps for the adoption of the proposed 
DCP amendments. 
 

Exhibition  
 
The proposed amendments to the acoustic amenity provisions in Parts 3 and 4 of the Burwood 
Development Control Plan (BDCP) was publicly exhibited on Council’s Participate Burwood 
engagement platform for a period of 28 days, from 3 September to 1 October 2025, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 and 
Council’s Community Participation Plan. 
 
In the absence of a printed local newspaper, Participate Burwood serves as Council’s primary 
platform for exhibiting proposed policy changes and engaging with the community. The exhibition 
was also promoted through the Mayoral Newsletter. 
 
During the exhibition period, submissions were invited by email or in writing, and Council staff were 
available to respond to community enquiries. 
 

Submissions 
 
No submissions were received during the exhibition period. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed amendments to the Burwood DCP aim to reinforce Council’s policy framework by 
enhancing acoustic standards that balance new housing delivery in mixed-use and entertainment 
precincts with strong protection for residential amenity in the Burwood Town Centre, higher-density 
neighbourhoods and other active areas. With the ongoing shift towards higher-density living across 
the Burwood LGA, it is increasingly important that planning controls require both new 
developments and major alterations to integrate effective acoustic treatments that minimise noise 
impacts from lively urban environments, ensuring comfort and liveability for current and future 
residents and visitors. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications for Council. 
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Conclusion  
 
The proposed amendments to Parts 3 and 4 of the BDCP provide necessary updates to align with 
best practice acoustic standards, strengthen residential amenity protections in mixed-use and 
entertainment precincts, and improve clarity for applicants and assessment processes. As no 
submissions were received during the public exhibition, it is recommended that the amendments 
proceed to adoption without change. 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council: 
 
1. That Council, pursuant to Section 3.43 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 

and in accordance with clause 14 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation 
2021, adopt the acoustic amenity provision amendments to Parts 3 and 4 of the Burwood 
Development Control Plan 2013 (BDCP) as detailed in attachment 1 of this report.   
 

2. That the General Manager be endorsed to make minor modifications to any numerical, 
typographical, interpretation and formatting errors, if required, prior to the finalisation of the 
amendment to the abovementioned sections of the Burwood DCP. 

 
3. That Council give public notice of the decision to approve the amendments to Burwood DCP, 

on its website within 28 days in accordance with Clause 14(2) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Regulation 2021.  

 
4. That Council publish the updates on the NSW Planning Portal in accordance with the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021. 
 
 

 

Attachments 

1⇩  Attachment 1 - Amendments to DCP Acoustic Provisions  
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(Item 74/25) DCP Amendment – Liveability Improvements to Apartment 
Developments 

File No: 25/50193 
 
Report by Director City Strategy   
 

Summary 
 
At its meeting on 25 March 2025, Council endorsed a Mayoral Minute to review local planning 
controls with the intent of introducing new requirements for apartment developments, including 
residential flat buildings and shop-top housing. These requirements will focus on integrating design 
elements that enhance residential liveability and amenity. 
 
This initiative responds to the continuing shift toward high-density living in and around the Burwood 
Town Centre and other high-density areas across the LGA, where apartments are increasingly 
becoming the predominant form of residential development. Council must therefore plan 
proactively for this future by ensuring that residential amenity is enhanced through high-quality 
design across both the public and private realms. 
 
To support this outcome, it is proposed to amend the Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP) 
to introduce new development controls applying to apartment developments assessed under Part 3 
and Part 4 of the BDCP. The proposed amendments aim to achieve higher standards of liveability 
for current and future residents through improved provisions for communal spaces such as active 
roof areas and end-of-trip facilities along with wider corridors to enhance internal circulation, 
measures to improve climate resilience and resource efficiency, electric vehicle (EV) readiness, 
and building design requirements that strengthen streetscape amenity. Collectively, these 
measures will contribute to a more sustainable, liveable, and well-designed urban environment for 
residents and visitors alike. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.33 Undertake a comprehensive review of the Development Control Plan (DCP) 2012 and 

prepare a user friendly and interactive DCP 
C.3  An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and place. 
C.3.1  Facilitate well designed, high quality and sustainable land use and development that is 

appropriately scaled to complement its surroundings.  
C3.2  Protect our unique built heritage and maintain or enhance local character.  
C.4  Sustainable, integrated transport, infrastructure and networks support population growth 

and improve liveability and productivity.  
C.4.2  Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in. 
C.11.2 Provide opportunity for engagement with the community to inform Council’s decision-

making 
P.49 Ensure transparency and accountability in decision making 

 

Background 
 
In the Burwood Local Government Area (LGA), apartments are increasingly becoming the 
predominant form of residential development. According to the 2021 ABS Census, approximately 
50% of occupied private dwellings in Burwood are flats or apartments. 
 
Recent NSW Government planning reforms aimed at increasing housing supply such as the State-
led rezonings of the Burwood North Metro Precinct and Croydon Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD) area, the Low and Mid Rise Housing Reforms, and the establishment of the Housing 
Delivery Authority pathway for State Significant Developments indicate that the rate of apartment 
development in Burwood is set to further increase. This trend makes enhanced liveability 
standards essential to maintaining resident amenity and satisfaction, supporting community 
retention, and ensuring Burwood’s continued competitiveness in the housing market. 
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It is therefore critical that projected residential growth occurs in parallel with high-quality urban 
design outcomes to ensure Burwood remains a desirable, sustainable, and competitive place for 
residents, workers, and visitors alike. 
 
The Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP), which came into effect on 1 March 2013, 
provides objectives and controls for residential flat buildings in centres (Part 3.2: General Building 
Design Controls in Centres and Corridors) and in residential precincts (Part 4.1: Residential Flat 
Buildings in Zone R1). 
 
Contemporary urban and health research increasingly underscores the importance of the built 
environment in supporting physical and mental wellbeing. Studies highlight the role of design in 
fostering social connectedness and community interaction. Recent publications—such as Life in 
Sydney (Committee for Sydney), Healthy Higher Density Living for Families with Children (Western 
Sydney Local Health District), the NSW Health Liveability Scorecard (Sydney Local Health District), 
and Planning for the Inclusion of Families with Children in Apartments (James Martin Institute for 
Public Policy)—emphasise the need to improve liveability outcomes through better amenity, 
accessibility, and design. These factors contribute to improved health and wellbeing, reduced 
loneliness, and stronger social cohesion. Conversely, poorly designed communal spaces and 
inadequate private open spaces are linked to increased resident dissatisfaction, poorer mental 
health outcomes, and higher turnover rates. 
 
The proposed updates to the BDCP align with Council’s broader housing and development 
strategy, which seeks to secure long-term liveability benefits and promote a resilient, inclusive, and 
well-designed urban environment. 

 
Proposal 
 
It is proposed to introduce new development controls for apartment developments under Parts 3 
and 4 of the Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP) to enhance residential amenity and 
liveability through improved design outcomes. The proposed controls would not be inconsistent 
with the state level Apartment Design Guide and would strengthen the provision of: 
 
• Communal spaces, including dedicated acoustically treated music rooms for children, 

multipurpose breakout areas for students and professionals, communal gyms, and active 
communal roof spaces. 

• Streetscape, including requiring hydrant facilities and substations to be integrated into building 
designs with architectural treatments, landscaping or artwork whilst not compromising on 
compliance with building code and technical requirements 

• End-of-trip facilities to support sustainable transport options. 
• Wider corridor widths to improve internal circulation, amenity and accessibility. 
• Car share parking facilities to encourage reduced car ownership and support sustainable 

mobility. 
• Measures to improve climate resilience and resource efficiency, ensuring buildings are 

adaptable and environmentally responsible; and 
• Electric vehicle (EV) readiness across the LGA, facilitating the transition to low-emission 

transport options. 
 
An explanation for inclusion of the proposed amendments is detailed as follows:  
 
Communal Spaces and Social Amenity 
 
Communal spaces are not merely ‘nice to have’ areas; their spatial configuration, accessibility, 
safety and diversity of uses are critical to building social capital in apartment buildings. Strategic 
provision of flexible indoor (co-working, residents’ rooms) and outdoor (activated rooftop spaces 
including rooftop gardens, children-friendly courtyards) communal spaces increases neighbour 
interaction and supports families, older people and culturally diverse communities to sustain social 
networks. Design detail such as lines of sight, passive surveillance, acoustics, universal access, 
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etc. will determine the success of these spaces. Inclusive communal spaces can also better 
respond to Burwood’s culturally diverse population, supporting intergenerational living and cross-
cultural exchanges. 
 
Public open space is limited across the Burwood LGA and with increasing urbanisation, 
opportunities for new parks to meet the future open space needs are constrained. As such 
recommendations are made for future developments to optimise podium and rooftop areas to 
provide high-quality communal open spaces. Where ground-level communal open space provision 
is not feasible, these elevated spaces will play a critical role in meeting residents’ recreational, 
social and amenity needs. 
 
To ensure adaptability of apartment living in response to ‘work-from-home’ trends, it is proposed 
that a multipurpose ‘breakout area’ with natural ventilation and access to daylight be provided for 
students and professionals. Additionally, exercise facilities are be provided for apartment 
developments comprising more than 60 dwellings to enhance residents’ quality of life. 
 
End-of-Trip Facilities 
 
End-of-trip facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, showers, lockers, and change rooms, are 
becoming necessary in medium-to-large developments near centres and transport nodes to 
support sustainable transport use which is becoming increasingly popular. Such facilities are to be 
provided in accordance with the National Construction Code. 
 
Corridor Design and Internal Circulation 
 
To facilitate easy circulation within an apartment complex, it is proposed that internal corridors 
achieve a minimum clear width of 1.5m. Where practicable, corridors are to be designed to 
incorporate natural light and ventilation through windows, atriums, or light wells to avoid a sense of 
confinement. Finishes, lighting, and colour treatments of the corridor should create a welcoming 
environment that supports wayfinding and amenity. 
 
Car Share Parking Spaces 
 
The introduction of this control aims to facilitate sustainable transport choices by requiring the 
provision of well-located and accessible car share parking spaces within new developments. This 
initiative is intended to reduce reliance on private car ownership, encourage the use of active and 
public transport, and optimise the efficiency of limited parking and road space. By ensuring that 
developments containing ten or more dwellings include a dedicated and clearly marked car share 
parking space retained as common property, the policy supports more sustainable urban mobility 
and improved environmental outcomes. 
 
Environmental Sustainability 
 
To enhance resilience to climate change and improve resource efficiency, residential flat buildings 
are required to incorporate environmentally sustainable design (ESD) features including Water 
Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) features, use of appropriate materials to prevent urban heat loss, 
increase groundwater absorption within the LGA. 
 
Electric Vehicle (EV) Readiness 
 
Future developments are required to incorporate safe, efficient and cost-effective EV charging for 
residents, visitors and building services. The amendments require all future residential car parking 
spaces to be ‘EV Ready’ with provision of a backbone cable tray and a dedicated space circuit with 
an EV Distribution Board enabling future installation of a smart EV charger and cabling. A minimum 
of one EV-ready connection must be provided to each private residential car space consistent with 
National Construction Code (NCC) requirements. Where scooter and bicycle charging is provided, 
it must be located in a dedicated room or enclosure (not within residential areas) satisfying NCC 
requirements. 
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Lighting and Night-Time Activation 
 
Neon, LED neon and façade illumination is encouraged within the Burwood CBD and Special 
Entertainment Precinct to support the 24-hour economy and enhance its night-time character. The 
intent is to promotes architecturally integrated, energy-efficient lighting that contributes to public 
safety, activation, and design excellence while managing glare, light spill, and amenity impacts. 
Dynamic lighting and artistic installations are encouraged in entertainment areas, with restrictions 
on flashing or intrusive effects. Lighting on heritage buildings must be sympathetic and reversible. 
All proposals require a Lighting Strategy and Luminance Report to demonstrate compliance with 
AS 4282 and DCP objectives. 
 
Legislative and Editorial Updates 
 
To improve pedestrian experience, streetscape presentation, and enhance environmental benefits, 
amendments to BDCP are proposed to ensure 50% of the 6m front setback is landscaped. It is 
proposed that the front setback include a minimum of 1.5m deep soil zone, landscaped with 
suitable species to accommodate mature tree growth. Controls are proposed to ensure hydrant 
facilities and substations are integrated into the overall building design and screened or enclosed 
so as not to adversely impact the streetscape amenity.  
 
Additionally, some minor wording changes are also proposed to various parts of the BDCP to 
strengthen its intent and to keep it up to date with relevant legislative requirements, including 
removal of references to SEPP 65 throughout the DCP as this has been replaced with Chapter 4 of 
the State Environment Planning Policy (Housing) 2021, and other matters as indicated in 
Attachment 1. 

 
Consultation 
 
The exhibition of the draft amendments to the BDCP 2012 will be placed on Council’s Participate 
Burwood engagement platform for a minimum of 28 days in accordance with the requirements of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 and Council’s Community 
Participation Plan. 
 
Any submissions received during the exhibition period will be considered as part of the post 
exhibition report, which will be presented to Council following the completion of the exhibition period. 

 
Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed amendments to the BDCP are intended to strengthen Council’s policy provisions for 
new and existing residential apartment development within Burwood LGA. The amendments 
ensure that residential apartment living delivers high-quality communal and building facilities, 
creates safe internal circulation spaces to contribute positively to residential amenity, preparedness 
towards EV infrastructure and climate resilience, and aligns with current legislative requirements. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications for Council resulting from the proposed BDCP amendments. 

 
Conclusion 
 
The proposed amendments to Part 3 and 4 of BDCP seeks to introduce additional controls for 

residential apartment buildings in Zone R1 General Residential, Zone MU1 Mixed Use and Zone 

E1 Local Centre within the Burwood LGA. To ensure future density growth in Burwood does not 

outpace quality of life for residents and visitors, it is essential that existing development controls 

applying to residential apartment buildings are updated in a timely manner. 
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It is recommended that Council endorse the draft amendments to BDCP as discussed in this 

report and Attachment 1 for the purposes of public exhibition. 

 
Recommendation(s) 
 
1. That the proposed amendments to the Burwood Development Control Plan 2013 (BDCP), as 

outlined in Attachment 1, be endorsed for the purposes of public exhibition and be exhibited in 
accordance with relevant Legislation and Council’s Community Engagement Strategy. 

 
2. That following the exhibition of the DCP amendment, a report be brought to Council advising of 

any submissions and making recommendations on the finalisation of the draft amendment. 
 
 

Attachments 

1⇩  Liveability Improvements - Amendments to Burwood DCP  
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(Item 75/25) Draft Voluntary Planning Agreement Policy for Exhibition 
File No: 25/31593 

 
Report by Director City Strategy   
 
Summary 
 
Planning agreements, commonly referred to as Voluntary Planning Agreements (VPAs), are legal 
contracts between a planning authority and a developer. Introduced in NSW in 2005 under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), VPAs apply to planning proposals 
and development applications, allowing developers to voluntarily negotiate contributions to public 
infrastructure and services. VPA contributions may include land, monetary payments, public works 
or other public benefits. VPAs help fund infrastructure needed to support growth. They operate 
alongside Section 7.11 (formerly Section 94) and Section 7.12 (formerly Section 94A) contributions 
to secure additional infrastructure funding transparently. 
 
Council currently operates under two Planning Agreement Policies, which sought to align with the 
provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and Clauses 4.3A 
and 4.4A of the Burwood Local Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP 2012). These BLEP provisions 
allow, in certain circumstances, an additional 10% to the base BLEP Floor Space Ratio (FSR) on 
specific sites within and around the Burwood Town Centre where community infrastructure is 
provided or where contributions address car parking deficiencies. They also apply to other planning 
agreements associated with planning proposals and development applications involving variations 
to development standards under Clause 4.6 of the BLEP. 
 
In response to updated Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) guidelines, and 
following advice from the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC), a review of the 
existing framework has been undertaken. As a result, a new draft Planning Agreement (VPA) 
Policy has been prepared looking to enhance clarity, transparency, and consistency and replace 
the existing Council framework. 
 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement to publicly exhibit the Draft Planning Agreement Policy 
2025 and to prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the BLEP so Clauses 4.3A and 4.4A can apply 
more broadly to higher density zones (R1, R3, MU1 and E1). This would support the provision of 
more community infrastructure, where a shortfall exists in existing contributions plans and look to 
provide better building design through mandatory design excellence, character tests and improved 
environmental sustainability standards.  
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.98  Undertake comprehensive community engagement programs to seek community input 

on Council projects, operations, initiatives and major decisions.   
C.3   An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and place. 
C.3.1  Facilitate well designed, high quality and sustainable land use and development that is 

appropriately scaled to complement its surroundings.  
C.4  Sustainable, integrated transport, infrastructure and networks support population 

growth and improve liveability and productivity.  
C.4.2  Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in. 
C.10   A well informed community active in civic life, local planning and decision making  
C.11.1  Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance and probity 

that ensures community confidence in decision making 
A.70  Work with developers to promote sustainable development 
C.9 Safe, clean and activated streets, centres and public places are enjoyed by people day 

and night 
P.38 Deliver attractive, healthy streetscapes and centres that are inviting and foster 

community pride 
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Background 
 
Voluntary Planning Agreements and Legal Framework 
 
Planning agreements, commonly referred to as Voluntary Planning Agreements (VPAs), are legal 
contracts entered into between a planning authority, such as a Council, and a developer. In New 
South Wales, VPAs were introduced in 2005 under EP&A Act. They may apply to any planning 
proposal or development application made under the EP&A Act and enable developers to 
contribute towards public infrastructure and services associated with rezonings or development 
approvals. Contributions can take the form of land dedication, monetary payments, the delivery of 
public amenities or services, or any other material public benefit. 
 
The primary purpose of VPAs is to assist in funding infrastructure necessary to support new 
development. Unlike mandatory development contributions, VPAs are voluntary and negotiated by 
agreement. However, any contribution must serve a public purpose, mitigate impacts arising from 
the development, or otherwise deliver a benefit to the community. 
 
VPAs operate alongside other contribution mechanisms established under the EP&A Act, 
including: 
 

• Section 7.11 contributions (formerly Section 94), which are imposed to fund infrastructure 
with a broad nexus to development and can be variable on the land use and scale of 
development. 

• Section 7.12 contributions (formerly Section 94A), which are fixed percentage levies on 
development costs that can be applied across all land use and development types. 

 
Together, these mechanisms enable Councils to secure funding for essential infrastructure in a 
transparent and accountable way. 
 
Many Councils, including Burwood Council, have specific policies governing planning agreements. 
For example, Clauses 4.3A and 4.4A of the BLEP allow an additional 10% Floor Space Ratio for 
particular sites within and around the Burwood Town Centre, subject to the delivery of community 
infrastructure or payment toward community infrastructure through a VPA.  
 
The legal basis for VPAs is primarily set out in: 
 

• Part 7 Infrastructure Contributions & Finance, Subdivision 2 Planning Agreements of the 
EP&A Act 1979, which establishes the statutory framework. 

• Part 9, Division 1 Planning Agreements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Regulation 2021, which provides procedural requirements. 

 
Section 7.4 of the EP&A Act defines planning agreements and the scope of public purposes they 
may serve. Under this provision, a “public purpose” (without limitation) may include: 
 

(a) The provision of (or the recoupment of the cost of providing) public amenities or public 
services. 

(b) The provision of (or the recoupment of the cost of providing) affordable housing. 
(c) The provision of (or the recoupment of the cost of providing) transport or other 

infrastructure relating to land. 
(d) The funding of recurrent expenditure relating to the provision of public amenities or public 

services, affordable housing, or transport or other infrastructure. 
(e) The monitoring of the planning impacts of development. 
(f) The conservation or enhancement of the natural environment. 
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Key provisions for preparing a VPA include: 
 

• A VPA must be based on the developer’s voluntary offer to provide or contribute towards a 
public purpose. A Council cannot require a VPA as a pre-condition to determining a 
planning proposal or development application. 

• The obligations under a VPA do not have to be directly related to the development but must 
deliver a public purpose. 

• A VPA may be prepared in addition to, or instead of, contributions under Section 7.11 or 
Section 7.12. 

• A VPA must be publicly exhibited for at least 28 days prior to execution. 
• Once executed, a VPA may be registered on the title of the land to which it relates. 
• Agreement or execution can be completed via a Council resolution or under delegations 

issued to the General Manager (and as sub-delegated). 
 
Principles for Councils Entering into Planning Agreements 
 
The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has advised that Councils should 
apply several guiding principles when considering planning agreements: 
 

• Planning Agreements must be negotiated  
• Assessment on merit: Development proposals must be assessed on their planning merits, 

not based on any planning agreement offered. 
• Public benefits linked to development: The public benefits should have a relationship to the 

development, even though a strict nexus is not required. 
• No use for general revenue raising: VPAs must not be used to address Council revenue 

shortfalls. 
• Value capture limitations: Value capture should not be the primary purpose of the 

agreement. 
 
Additional principles relevant to local circumstances can be outlined in a Council’s planning 
agreements policy. 
 
Objectives of Planning Agreements 
 
While objectives may vary between Councils, planning agreements generally aim to: 
 

• Meet demands created by development for new or upgraded public infrastructure, 
amenities or services. 

• Secure off-site benefits so that development delivers a net community benefit. 
• Compensate for the loss of, or damage to, public amenities, services, resources or assets 

by providing replacement, repair or regeneration. 
 
Councils may define additional objectives within their policies. 
 
Acceptability Test for Planning Agreements 
 
Before entering into a planning agreement, Councils should assess whether it meets the following 
acceptability criteria: 
 

• The agreement is directed towards legitimate planning purposes identifiable in planning 
controls and strategies applying to the development. 

• The agreement delivers infrastructure or public benefits not wholly unrelated to the 
development. 

• The outcomes align with public expectations and protect the broader public interest. 

• The agreement provides reasonable and achievable means to deliver the intended benefits. 

• The agreement protects the community against adverse planning outcomes. 
 
Councils can adopt further criteria as relevant to their local circumstances. 
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Appropriate Use of Planning Agreements 
 
Planning agreements can be particularly valuable where: 
 

• Infrastructure delivery requires tailored governance or coordination, such as in new release 
areas or urban renewal precincts. 

• Flexible funding arrangements are needed. 
• Innovative infrastructure solutions are necessary and would not be feasible through 

standard contributions plans. 
 
Councils should ensure planning agreements: 
 

• Complement rather than replace comprehensive infrastructure planning. 
• Do not prioritise site-specific proposals merely because of the opportunity for public 

benefits. 
• Integrate with broader planning and funding strategies. 

 
Nexus Requirements and Recurrent Contributions 
 
Unlike Section 7.11 contributions, VPAs are not required to demonstrate a direct nexus between 
the development and the public benefits provided. However, benefits must not be entirely unrelated 
to the development. 
 
VPAs may include recurrent funding obligations, for example: 
 

• Covering the operating costs of infrastructure primarily serving the development or 
surrounding developments. 

• Interim funding for infrastructure that will eventually serve the wider community until an 
alternative revenue stream is established. 

 
Value Capture Considerations 
 
Under the NSW planning framework, value capture within Planning Agreements refers to the 
mechanism by which a portion of the increase in land value (uplift) resulting from a change in 
planning controls such as rezoning, increased building height, or floor space ratio is shared 
between the developer and the community. 
 
The purpose of value capture in the context of NSW VPA legislation is to promote public benefit by 
ensuring that part of the private value created by planning decisions contributes to public 
infrastructure, facilities, and services that support both the development and the wider community. 
It also seeks to align development with infrastructure delivery by linking planning outcomes with the 
timely provision of strategic and local infrastructure, including transport upgrades, open space, 
community facilities, and affordable housing. In addition, value capture ensures fairness and equity 
by balancing the benefits between landowners and the broader community, ensuring that 
developers contribute proportionately to the impacts and benefits of their projects. 
 
Value capture has been incorporated into the Draft Planning Agreement Policy. The use of 
planning agreements for value capture is not prohibited, nor does it prevent Council from 
establishing a transparent formula as an initial basis for negotiations to determine contribution 
amounts for consistency.  
 
Accordingly, as a basis for negotiation Council proposes to retain the current monetary contribution 
rate for bonus floor space associated with development applications and to apply a formula-based 
approach for planning proposals. This formula would look to identify base contribution amounts 
equivalent to 50% of value uplift for sites within the Burwood and Strathfield Town Centres, and 
30% of value uplift for sites within the remainder of the Local Government Area (LGA). 
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Relationship to Planning Proposals and Development Applications 
 
When considering planning agreements: 
 

• Planning proposals: The objectives and outcomes of a planning proposal must be clearly 
stated and justified. The role of any planning agreement in achieving these outcomes 
should be described in the proposal documentation. 

• Variations to development standards: Benefits under a VPA cannot be used as the basis 
for varying development standards under Clause 4.6 of the Standard Instrument LEP. 
Variations must be justified independently on planning grounds. It is noted that, historically, 
some planning agreement policies linked agreements to the public benefit considerations 
under Clause 4.6 variation requests. However, this approach can no longer be used, as the 
public benefit consideration under Clause 4.6 of the BLEP has been removed by the NSW 
Government. 

• Development applications: Councils must consider any planning agreement (or draft 
agreement) and any public submissions relating to it. 

• Conditions of consent: VPAs should not duplicate or restate obligations imposed by 
development consent conditions. 

 
Affordable Housing Contributions 
 
Where a planning agreement provides for affordable housing, Councils must consider the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (Planning Agreements) Direction 2019, which sets out 
specific requirements. Alternatively, Councils can collect affordable housing contributions through 
schemes established under their Local Environmental Plans. 
 
The Establishment of Planning Agreement Policies 
 
The legislation does not require Councils to prepare policies and procedures governing the use of 
planning agreements. However, the DPHI and ICAC strongly encourage Councils to develop such 
policies to ensure planning agreements are used transparently and with certainty. This is essential 
to protect the public interest, uphold the integrity of the planning system, and promote the efficient 
use of planning agreements. To this end, DPHI has prepared practice notes to assist Councils in 
preparing planning agreements policy, the first one published in February 2021 and more recent 
updates by DPHI in 2025 via the following website link:  
 
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/local-infrastructure-contributions/using-planning-
agreements 
 
Planning agreements should be implemented within a robust policy framework so that all parties 
have clarity about how they will operate and to avoid any perception that planning decisions are for 
sale. 
 
Councils should develop a planning agreement policy that sets out how planning agreements will 
be used in their specific circumstances. Such a policy safeguards against misuse of agreements in 
planning processes, which could seriously undermine good planning outcomes and public 
confidence in the system. Councils should ensure that planning decisions are made openly, 
honestly and independently in each case, and that they are fair and consistent over time. 
 
A planning agreement policy does not need to reproduce the legislative requirements or the 
content of this practice note. Rather, it should describe the approach the Council will take to 
planning agreements in its local context. 
 
Where possible, Councils and developers should negotiate the planning agreement before the 
determination of the development application or before the local environmental plan implementing 
the planning proposal is made. This enables the planning agreement to respond appropriately to 

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/local-infrastructure-contributions/using-planning-agreements
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/local-infrastructure-contributions/using-planning-agreements
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the proposal and ensures that both the plan and the draft agreement can be publicly exhibited 
together. 
 
Review of Burwood’s Planning Agreement Provisions & Policies 
 
Council’s Planning Agreements Policy 2018 currently facilitates the receipt of monetary and non-
monetary contributions through: 
 

1. Bonus floor space in the Burwood Town Centre pursuant to Clauses 4.4A(5) and (6) of the 
BLEP 2012. 

2. Bonus floor space in certain identified commercial centre areas of the Burwood Local 
Government Area pursuant to Part A of the Policy on Carrying Out Bonus Development in 
the Public Interest. 

3. Planning proposals. 
4. Payments for car parking shortfalls pursuant to Part 3.4 of the Burwood Development 

Control Plan (DCP). 
 
In line with Council’s Operational Plan and updated guidelines issued by the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, a review of Council’s VPA framework and policies was 
undertaken, informed by advice from the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) and 
specialist consultants. 
 
Many councils, including Burwood, have specific policies governing planning agreements. For 
example, Clauses 4.3A and 4.4A of the BLEP 2012 permit an additional 10% Floor Space Ratio on 
certain sites within the Burwood Town Centre, subject to the delivery of community infrastructure 
through a VPA. These provisions operate alongside Burwood’s Planning Agreements Policy and 
the Policy on Carrying Out Bonus Development in the Public Interest. 
 
As a result of the review, a new Planning Agreement Policy has been prepared to improve clarity, 
probity and consistency, and to reflect recent legislative changes. 
 
Proposal  
 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement to publicly exhibit the Draft Planning Agreement Policy 
2025 and to prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the BLEP 2012 so that Clauses 4.3A and 4.4A 
can apply more broadly to higher-density zones (R1, R3, MU1 and E1). This amendment would 
support the delivery of additional community infrastructure and encourage improved building design 
through mandatory design excellence provisions, character assessments, and enhanced 
environmental sustainability standards. 
 
Overview of the Draft LEP Clause Amendments 
 
Specifically, the proposed LEP amendments seek to: 
 

• Expand the objectives of the clause to clearly state that its purpose is to increase the 
provision of community infrastructure across the entire local government area, not only the 
town centre, through application in Zone R1 General Residential, Zone R3 Medium Density 
Residential, Zone E1 Local Centre, and Zone MU1 Mixed Use. 

• Update the clause to reflect legislative changes, adopting the broader definition of “public 
purpose” consistent with the Voluntary Planning Agreement provisions of the EP&A Act, 
rather than referencing only community infrastructure. 

• Limit the clause’s application in Zones E1 Local Centre and MU1 Mixed Use to 
development comprising residential flat buildings, boarding houses, seniors housing, shop 
top housing, serviced apartments or commercial premises. 

• Limit the clause’s application in Zones R1 General Residential and R3 Medium 
Density Residential to development comprising multi dwelling housing, boarding houses, 
residential flat buildings, seniors housing or shop top housing. 
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• Introduce a merit test requirement to ensure high-quality built form outcomes and 
improved environmental performance, while protecting the amenity of surrounding areas. 
Development must demonstrate that: 

o It achieves Design Excellence under Clause 6.5. 

o The design is compatible with the desirable elements of the existing local character 

or, for precincts undergoing transition, aligns with the desired future character of the 
precinct. 

o For BASIX-affected development, the project exceeds the BASIX water commitment 

by at least 10% of the water target score and exceeds the BASIX energy 
commitment by at least 10% of the energy target score. 

 
A copy of the proposed clause amendments is provided in Attachment 2. Once lodged with the 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for Gateway Review, the provisions will be 
reviewed and refined by the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office prior to gazettal. 
 
The proposed LEP amendments will work alongside the new Draft Planning Agreement Policy. 
 
Overview of the Draft Planning Agreement Policy 
 
The Draft Planning Agreement Policy 2025 has been prepared as a new policy to replace both of 
Council’s existing policies: the Planning Agreements Policy and the Policy on Carrying Out Bonus 
Development in the Public Interest. The draft Policy aligns with current best practice, legislative 
requirements, and relevant guidelines. 
 
Following specialist advice, the new policy has been designed to: 
 

• Reflect recent legislative changes. 
• Be easier to read and administer. 
• Apply consistently across the entire Local Government Area, rather than being limited to 

specific areas as the current policies are. 
 
The key policy changes include: 
 

• Extending the application of the provisions across the whole LGA. 
• Incorporating a suite of supporting documents to provide clarity and consistency for 

proponents which will be finalised once the policy has been adopted and implemented. 
• Incorporating a method for consistency in identifying a base contribution for negotiation in 

terms of value capture  
• Emphasising the mandatory use of template documents to streamline processes and 

improve transparency. 
 
Although planning agreements were introduced into the NSW planning system almost two decades 
ago, they remain poorly understood. They are typically prepared in contractual legal language to 
accurately record the agreement between planning authorities and proponents. However, this often 
makes them difficult for the general public and other stakeholders to interpret, despite their role in 
delivering valuable community benefits. 
 
The draft Policy is not a legally binding document. Rather, it is intended to serve as a practical 
guide for both Council and developers to achieve consistent agreements in a transparent and 
accountable manner. It also aims to help the community understand the considerations and steps 
involved in developing Voluntary Planning Agreements. 
 
The draft Policy aims to: 
 

• Provide clear explanations of the steps involved in preparing a planning agreement. 
• Set out the obligations of key individuals participating in the process. 
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• Specify the mandatory use of template letters of offer and template planning agreements 
within the Burwood LGA. 

 
The content has been prepared in plain English to ensure it is accessible and easy to understand 
for all stakeholders, including proponents and the broader community. It places an emphasis on 
clarity and consistency, maintaining a framework to ensure agreements meet Council and 
community expectations. 
 
Once the exhibition period and any necessary amendments are completed, the new Policy is 
intended to replace the existing Planning Agreements Policy and the Policy on Carrying Out Bonus 
Development in the Public Interest. 
 
The draft Policy package comprises: 
 

1. Draft Burwood Planning Agreement Policy – July 2025 
2. Draft Planning Agreement Template 
3. Draft Council Letter of Offer Template – July 2025 
4. Draft Explanations Template 
5. Draft BLEP Clause Amendments 

 
Consultation 
 
The Draft Planning Agreement Policy 2025 will be publicly exhibited for a minimum of 28 days, in 
accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Plan. The consultation will include: 
 

• Advertisement on Council’s Participate Burwood website page, which will be promoted via 
Council’s website, e-newsletter and social media platforms. 

• Advertisement in Council’s community e-newsletter. 
• Display of materials at the Burwood Library and Council Customer Service desk. 

 
The documents proposed for public consultation are attached to this report and referenced as 
follows: 
 

1. Draft Burwood Planning Agreement Policy – July 2025 
2. Draft Planning Agreement Template 
3. Draft Council Letter of Offer Template – July 2025 
4. Draft Explanations Template 
5. Draft BLEP Clause Amendments 

 
ICAC Feedback and Peer Review 
 
The draft Policy will be sent to the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) corruption 
prevention team for feedback concurrently with the public exhibition period. Outcomes of the peer 
review and feedback from ICAC will be reported back to Council following public exhibition. 
 
Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The Draft Planning Agreement Policy 2025 aligns with current legislation and guidelines relating to 
planning agreements. 
 
If adopted, the Draft Burwood Planning Agreement Policy 2025 would replace both the Planning 
Agreements Policy 2018 and the Policy – Carrying out Bonus Development in the Public Interest, 
providing a holistic framework for the preparation, negotiation and execution of planning 
agreements associated with future development applications and planning proposals. 
 
The replacement of Council’s existing policies, which currently facilitate the consideration and 
delivery of public infrastructure, will require an amendment to the BLEP. These amendments to the 
BLEP will ensure alignment with the principles and objectives of the Draft Burwood Planning 
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Agreement Policy 2025, which reflects current legislation, guidelines and best practice relating to 
planning agreements. 
 
The proposed amendments to the BLEP are provided at Attachment 2. 
 
It should be noted that the development of this policy is another step in the overall review of 
Council’s infrastructure contributions framework. In the 2025/26 financial year, work will commence 
to review and refine Council’s infrastructure strategies, which underpin Council’s Section 7.11 and 
7.12 contributions plans. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The new Planning Agreement Policy, in conjunction with the proposed LEP amendments, is 
envisaged to increase infrastructure funding across the LGA. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Planning agreements provide more flexibility as their benefits can extend beyond the traditional 
scope of s7.11 and s7.12 local infrastructure contributions, however they need to be negotiated in 
a transparent and consistent manner to avoid perceptions of planning/development rights being 
bought or sold. With flexibility however comes a responsibility to act fairly and consistently, and this 
draft Planning Agreement Policy looks to update Councils approach to provide a framework for 
Council to negotiate these agreements with developers, looking to ensure it is done in a 
transparent and consistent manner to avoid perceptions of planning rights being bought or sold. 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Endorse the Draft Burwood Planning Agreement Policy 2025 for public exhibition for a 
period of at least 28 days. 
 

2. Endorse the preparation of a Planning Proposal to amend Clauses 4.3A and 4.4A of the 
Burwood Local Environmental Plan 2012, for the reasons outlined in this report and as 
detailed in Attachment 2. 
 

3. Require that, following the consultation process, the General Manager prepare a report to 
Council summarising community feedback on the Draft Planning Agreement Policy and the 
proposed BLEP amendments for Council’s consideration and determination. 
 

 

Attachments 

1⇩  Draft Burwood Planning Agreement Policy - October 2025 
2⇩  Draft BLEP Clause Amendments  
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(Item 76/25) LEP Amendment - Design Excellence Competitions 
File No: 25/52050 

 
Report by Director City Strategy   
 

Summary 
 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement to prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the Burwood 
Local Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP) by updating Clause 6.5 relating to Design Excellence. The 
amendment would require significant developments, such as mixed-use and apartment buildings 
over 55 metres (or approximately 17 storeys), to undergo a competitive design process in 
accordance with the Design Competition Guidelines (September 2023) prepared by the NSW 
Government Architect. This process aims to improve design outcomes across Burwood’s higher-
density areas and must occur prior to any approval being issued. 
 
This report supersedes the earlier version presented to Council on 26 August 2025, following 
Council’s decision to defer the matter pending further investigation. A review of height triggers for 
design competitions across other metropolitan councils has since been undertaken, resulting in an 
adjustment to the proposed height threshold from 28 metres to 55 metres.  
 
The proposal complements the existing Burwood Design Review Panel process and supports 
Council’s broader goal of ensuring high-quality architecture and public spaces – particularly within 
the Burwood Town Centre and Burwood North – where growth will involve complex residential 
developments. Design competitions are a proven method for achieving excellence and innovation 
in built form, whilst also delivering wider benefits to community identity, liveability, and the public 
domain. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
C.3   An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and place. 
C.3.1  Facilitate well designed, high quality and sustainable land use and development that is 

appropriately scaled to complement its surroundings.  
C3.2   Protect our unique built heritage and maintain or enhance local character.  
C.4  Sustainable, integrated transport, infrastructure and networks support population 

growth and improve liveability and productivity.  
C.4.2  Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in. 
C.1.1  Support and deliver initiatives that encourage high-quality design, sustainable 

development and enhanced urban amenity. 
C.10   A well informed community active in civic life, local planning and decision making  
C.11.1  Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance and probity 

that ensures community confidence in decision making 
A.70  Work with developers to promote sustainable development 
C.9 Safe, clean and activated streets, centres and public places are enjoyed by people day 

and night 
P.38 Deliver attractive, healthy streetscapes and centres that are inviting and foster 

community pride 
 

Background 
 
Burwood Council has long maintained a strong focus on achieving high-quality development 
outcomes and embedding design excellence as a core principle across all scales of planning – 
from individual proposals to precinct-wide strategies. High-quality design is essential for creating 
functional, attractive, and inclusive places that foster community wellbeing and identity. 
 
As Burwood’s role as a Strategic Centre continues to expand, supported by integrated land-use 
and transport planning, it is critical that future high-density environments – particularly in Burwood 
North – deliver outstanding built-form and public-domain outcomes. Initiatives such as the Burwood 
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North Precinct Masterplan aim to provide housing, jobs, and public spaces around key transport 
nodes. A competitive design process will be essential to ensuring these future communities benefit 
from urban environments that are liveable, inclusive, and of enduring quality. 
 
The benefits of a competitive design process are well established. It is a proven mechanism for 
raising design quality and aligning architectural and urban design outcomes with the public interest. 
Competitive processes elevate design standards, foster innovation, attract high-calibre design 
talent, deliver multidisciplinary outcomes, and promote transparency and public confidence. 
Design competitions are widely used across metropolitan Sydney – including the City of Sydney, 
Parramatta, Canada Bay and Penrith – to secure high-quality architectural outcomes. The NSW 
Government Architect’s Design Competition Guidelines (September 2023) provide a consistent 
and transparent framework for the delivery of these processes (Attachment A). 
 
Clause 6.5 of BLEP currently mandates design excellence in Zone E1 Local Centre and Zone MU1 
Mixed Use. In accordance with Council’s resolution of 29 January 2025, the requirement for design 
excellence is proposed to be extended to Zone R1 General Residential and Zone R3 Medium 
Density Residential through a BLEP amendment to be progressed alongside the gazettal of the 
Croydon SEPP. 
 
Council’s request at the time for the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure to also 
amend Clause 6.5 to enable design competitions for significant developments as part of the 
Croydon SEPP is unlikely to proceed, as the higher-density development controls in Burwood 
Town Centre and Burwood North are not proposed under the Croydon Masterplan. Consequently, 
a separate, Council-led planning proposal is required to achieve this outcome. 
 

Benchmarking and Amendment Rationale 
 
The report tabled on 26 August 2025 proposed a design competition trigger at 28 metres in height. 
Council resolved not to proceed at that time and requested further investigation into the 
appropriateness of this threshold, particularly in relation to comparable clauses in other Local 
Environmental Plans (LEPs). 
 
Following this direction, a benchmarking review was undertaken of design excellence and 
competitive design process clauses in the City of Sydney, City of Parramatta, City of Canada Bay, 
and Penrith City Council. The review found that whilst height triggers vary among councils (ranging 
from 24m to 55m), higher thresholds are generally applied in locations that accommodate larger-
scale, high-density development. 
 
Based on this review, a 55-metre height threshold is considered a more appropriate and 
proportionate standard for Burwood’s strategic precincts. This threshold: 
 

• Reflects the scale and intensity of development expected in Burwood Town Centre and 
Burwood North; 

• Targets significant and complex projects where the potential design outcomes justify a 
formal design competition; 

• Balances design quality expectations with economic feasibility and development viability; 
and 

• Retains flexibility for Council to require a design competition for strategic or site-specific 
proposals when warranted. 

 
Accordingly, this report puts forward a revised design competition trigger of 55 metres, replacing 
the previously tabled 28-metre threshold. 

 
Proposal 
 
It is proposed to amend Clause 6.5 of BLEP to introduce a requirement for certain developments 
exceeding 55 metres in height (generally 17 storeys or more) to be subject to a competitive design 
process. 
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Development consent would not be granted unless a design competition has been undertaken and 
the Council has considered its outcomes. 
 
This requirement would not apply to: 
 

• Buildings of 55 metres or less in height (generally up to 17 storeys); 
• Alterations or additions to existing buildings; or 
• Applications seeking only modifications to an existing consent, unless the modification 

results in a taller building. 
 
Council would have discretion to certify in writing that a design competition is not necessary. 
Where a competition is not required, proposals would instead be referred to the Burwood Design 
Review Panel, and its findings must be considered by Council before determination. 
 
Full details of the proposed amending provisions are contained in Attachment 1 to this report. 
 

Consultation 
 
If endorsed, the draft provision will be referred to the Burwood Local Planning Panel for comment 
in accordance with legislative requirements. A Planning Proposal will then be submitted to the 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for Gateway determination. Following the 
issue of a Gateway determination, the clause will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days and 
referred to relevant agencies for consultation in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Any submissions received during the exhibition period will be reviewed and addressed in a post-
exhibition report, which will be presented to Council for consideration at the conclusion of the 
exhibition process. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposal introduces a new subclause to BLEP to strengthen the delivery of design excellence 
using competitive design processes. This amendment will require major developments to undergo 
a competitive design process, embedding best-practice design principles within the statutory 
planning framework. 
 
The proposed amendment is consistent with the objectives of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Burwood Design Competition Guidelines would be prepared following gateway to assist in the 
implementation of the program.  

 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications to amending the BLEP as proposed. If amended, Council’s 
schedule of fees and charges will be updated accordingly to administer a competitive design 
process. 
 

Conclusion 
 
The proposed amendment to Clause 6.5 of BLEP requiring design competitions for certain 
developments will ensure that Burwood continues to uphold high architectural and urban design 
standards for significant projects. It will also attract high-quality design expertise and professional 
talent to the LGA, reinforcing Burwood as a desirable place to live, work, visit, and invest. In 
addition, the amendment is consistent with State planning policy and recognised best practice in 
delivering design excellence. 
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Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council: 

1. Endorse the preparation of a Planning Proposal to amend the Burwood Local Environmental 
Plan 2012, as outlined in Attachment 1. 

2. Delegate authority to the General Manager to finalise the Planning Proposal for submission to 
the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for Gateway determination. 

3. Receive a further report following the public exhibition of the draft amendment, outlining any 
submissions received and providing recommendations on the finalisation of the amendment. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩  Attachment 1 - Draft Design Competition BLEP amendments 2025 

2⇩  Attachment 2 - NSW Government Architect Design Competition Guidelines 2023  
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(Item 77/25) Proposed Fee Reduction Category: Road Closures for 
Transformative Precinct-Scale Development Delivering Significant 
Community Benefit - Endorsement for Public Exhibition 

File No: 25/52400 
 
Report by Director Corporate Services   
 

Summary 
 
This report proposes a new category of fee reduction for temporary road closure permits 
associated with transformative precinct-scale developments that deliver significant community 
benefit. The proposal responds to emerging trends in urban development within the Burwood local 
government area and establishes a framework to support exceptional projects while maintaining 
accountability and community outcomes. 
 
Resolution is sought from Council to endorse the proposed fee reduction category for public 
exhibition in accordance with section 610E of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act). 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.98 Comply with financial management responsibilities to promote transparency and 

accountability  
A.71  Undertake initiatives that support new economic growth in the Burwood North Precinct and 

Burwood Town Centre 
P.21 Deliver projects that activate streets, public and open spaces and enhance amenity, 

accessibility and safety  
 

Background 
 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), Council may charge and recover approved fees 
for services it provides, including granting approvals. Section 610E allows Council to waive or 
reduce fees for particular cases that fall within a category determined by Council through a 
transparent public process. 
 
Council currently charges fees for temporary road closure permits, which are required when 
temporarily closing any part of a road, car park, footpath or nature strip. These permits are 
commonly sought to facilitate construction activities such as driveway construction and property 
access works, coordination of large plant and equipment delivery, building construction requiring 
temporary staging areas, and utility infrastructure works. 
 
The primary purposes of these permits are to enhance road safety and traffic control during 
construction, manage impacts on the surrounding community, and discourage unnecessarily 
prolonged closures. Fees are structured based on the extent of closure, whether full or partial road 
closure, the number of lanes affected, or parking bays impacted, and are charged on a daily basis.  
Most temporary road closures approved by Council last no more than a few days. To date, Council 
records indicate the longest period for which a temporary full road closure permit has been issued 
by Burwood Council is one day. 
 
Burwood is entering a period of significant urban transformation. The local government area is 
beginning to see transformative precinct-scale developments that represent a fundamental 
departure from the typical construction projects for which our current temporary road closure fee 
structure was designed. These developments are characterised by: 

• Precinct-wide impact: They fundamentally change entire areas rather than individual sites 
• Public benefit delivery: They provide substantial community infrastructure through Voluntary 

Planning Agreements (VPAs) and other contributions 
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• Technical complexity: They often involve innovative construction techniques, such as 
building beneath public roads to create subterranean retail and parking while maintaining 
activated streetscapes 

• Extended construction timeframes: The scale and technical demands necessitate longer 
construction periods than standard developments 

 
Under the current fee structure, extended temporary road closures required for these complex 
precinct-scale projects can result in significant permit fees substantially beyond anything Council 
has previously charged. For context, with our longest previous closure being just 1 day, the fees 
were manageable and appropriate. However, projects requiring closures of several months to 
facilitate sophisticated underground construction can generate significant fees. 
 
While such fees are appropriate and necessary for standard developments where minimising 
disruption is paramount, they create unintended consequences for transformative projects that 
seek to deliver exceptional community benefit. These consequences may actually work against 
Council's broader strategic objectives and the community's interests. 
 
High daily fees may incentivise developers to rush complex technical works that require careful 
execution, potentially compromising construction quality and long-term outcomes. Developers may 
also seek to schedule numerous shorter closures to reduce fees, potentially causing greater 
cumulative disruption to the community than a single continuous closure would create. Additionally, 
high closure costs may discourage proposals for sophisticated below-ground infrastructure that 
creates better urban outcomes at street level—the very type of innovative design that supports our 
urban renewal objectives. 
 
These types of developments are not typical in Council's experience to date. However, given 
forecast growth and urban design trends emphasising pedestrian priority, integrated public spaces, 
and multi-level urban environments, Council should anticipate more proposals of this nature in 
coming years. This presents an opportunity to establish a clear, transparent framework that can 
guide future decision-making while ensuring we support developments that deliver genuine and 
lasting community benefit. 
 
These developments warrant a differentiated approach that balances community benefit, 
construction quality, fiscal responsibility, and minimising disruption. 

 
Proposal 
 
Road closures for transformative precinct scale development 
 
It is recommended that the following fee reduction category be established under section 610E of 
the Act: 
 

Category 

Transformative precinct-scale development delivering significant community benefit. 
 
Eligibility criteria (all to be met) 

a) The project demonstrably changes and improves a precinct and requires extended 
temporary road closures greater than 8 weeks.  

b) A Voluntary Planning Agreement is in place (or approved in principle) that materially funds 
public infrastructure (for example, a major community or civic asset, a significant cultural or 
recreation destination, or a landmark community space). 

c) The project delivers additional community benefits beyond any Voluntary Planning 
Agreement contributions (for example, expanded employment outcomes, early delivery of 
public domain, enhanced public domain amenity). 
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d) The applicant agrees to comply with all Construction Traffic Management Plans, minimises 
disruption, and provides communications to affected traders and/or residents. 

e) The fee reduction applies only to Council-levied Road Closure line items in Council’s Fees 
and Charges.  

 

Relief Offered 

50% reduction to the relevant Road Closures line items in Council's Fees and Charges for the 
period or extent of closures approved in Construction Traffic Management Plans. 

Rationale for 50% Reduction 

The proposed 50% reduction represents a balanced approach that recognises the exceptional 
community benefit these developments deliver while maintaining cost discipline. The retained 
50% fee still provides incentive to minimise closure duration where possible and appropriately 
shares the cost burden between private benefit to developers and public benefit to the 
community. This approach remains fiscally responsible by retaining substantial revenue while 
supporting strategic development objectives. 

 
Burwood Place development and the temporary closure of Wynne Avenue 
 
The Burwood Place development exemplifies a transformative project that would qualify for the 
proposed fee reduction category. This development includes a major commercial and retail 
destination creating substantial local employment, eight underground levels inclusive of retail and 
car parking constructed beneath Wynne Avenue, an innovative design that enables an activated 
streetscape and enhanced public space at ground level, and a Voluntary Planning Agreement that 
materially funds the Burwood Culture House, a landmark cultural, recreation and community 
facility. 
 
The excavation, structural and construction works beneath Wynne Avenue are technically 
complex, requiring extensive structural support systems to maintain road integrity, careful 
sequencing to ensure safety and minimise settlement, coordination with utility services and other 
underground infrastructure, and quality construction time to achieve appropriate technical and 
safety standards. 
 
The developer, Holdmark, estimates approximately 8 months for the Wynne Avenue construction 
stage. Under the current fee structure, the road closure permit fee would be $1,063,235.50 plus 
GST. 
 
On 27 June 2025, the General Manager received a letter from Holdmark requesting Council waive 
road closure fees and charges for the temporary closure of Wynne Avenue. The request cited 
significant community benefits delivered through the VPA, the need for quality construction time for 
complex works, the substantial costs associated with the development and road embellishment 
works, and the creation of enhanced public infrastructure and community spaces. 
 
The Burwood Place development clearly satisfies all criteria of the proposed category: 

• ✓  Transforms the entire Wynne Avenue precinct 

• ✓  Has a VPA funding the landmark Burwood Culture House 

• ✓  Delivers additional benefits including employment, enhanced streetscape, and  

           innovative urban design 

• ✓  Includes comprehensive traffic management and communication plans 

• ✓  Requires extended closure (8 months) for complex construction 

 
If the proposed category is determined following public consultation, applying the 50% reduction to 
Burwood Place would result in a road closure fee of approximately $531,617.75 plus GST—
representing substantial fee revenue while supporting a strategically important project. 
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Consultation 
 
Section 610E of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that before determining a category for 
fee reduction, Council must give public notice of the proposed category for a minimum of 28 days 
and consider any submissions made during the public exhibition period. 
 
Following Council endorsement, staff will prepare a public notice for placement on Council's 
website and other appropriate channels, invite community submissions during the 28-day 
exhibition period, collate and analyse submissions received, and report back to Council on the 
outcomes. 

 
Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed category aligns with strategic objectives for economic growth in Burwood Town 
Centre and Burwood North. It supports Council's urban design and public space activation 
objectives. It establishes clear, transparent and reasonable eligibility criteria and maintains 
consistency with the Act. The category creates a framework that can be applied equitably to future 
exceptional developments while not creating an expectation that all large developments will receive 
fee waivers. The strict criteria ensure only truly transformative projects with substantial community 
benefit qualify. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
The proposal will reduce potential road closure fees for a very small number of large-scale projects 
that meet the strict eligibility criteria. Given the exceptional nature of qualifying developments, this 
category is expected to apply infrequently—perhaps once every few years or less. 
 
For standard developments and routine road closures, full fees will continue to apply, preserving 
the vast majority of Council's road closure permit revenue. 
 
While the proposal reduces revenue from qualifying projects, it must be considered in the broader 
context of value delivered to the community. Projects like Burwood Place fund major community 
assets worth millions of dollars through substantial public infrastructure delivered via VPAs. Better 
construction outcomes create lasting community value through improved urban design and public 
spaces. These developments generate employment, business activity, and increased rateable land 
values that benefit the local economy. Supporting transformative developments also enhances 
Council's reputation and attractiveness for quality urban renewal. 
 
The 50% fee reduction for qualifying projects represents a strategic investment in achieving 
superior urban outcomes that serve long-term community interests. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Burwood is entering a period of significant urban transformation and Council will increasingly 
encounter developments that differ fundamentally from routine construction projects. 
 
The proposed fee reduction category establishes criteria to identify genuinely exceptional 
developments while maintaining fiscal responsibility through a 50% fee reduction. The category 
supports Council's strategic objectives for economic growth, urban renewal, and public space 
activation. The Burwood Place development exemplifies a project that would qualify for this 
category. 
 
Subject to public consultation and Council determination, this new category will provide a 
transparent framework for supporting transformative developments that create lasting community 
value. 
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Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council:  
 
1. Endorse for public exhibition for a period of 28 days the proposed fee reduction category under 

section 610E of the Local Government Act 1993: 
 

Category 

Transformative precinct-scale development delivering significant community benefit. 
 
Eligibility criteria (all to be met) 

a) The project demonstrably changes and improves an entire precinct and requires extended 
temporary road closures greater than 8 weeks.  

b) A Voluntary Planning Agreement is in place (or approved in principle) that materially funds 
significant public infrastructure (for example, a major community or civic asset, a significant 
cultural or recreation destination, or a landmark community space). 

c) The project delivers additional community benefits beyond any Voluntary Planning 
Agreement contributions (for example, expanded employment outcomes, early delivery of 
public domain, enhanced public domain amenity). 

d) The applicant agrees to comply with all Construction Traffic Management Plans, minimises 
disruption, and provides communications to affected traders and/or residents. 

e) The fee reduction applies only to Council levied Road Closure line items in Council’s Fees 
and Charges.  

 
Relief offered 

50% reduction to the relevant Road Closures line items in Council’s Fees and Charges for the 
period or extent of closures approved in Construction Traffic Management Plans.  

  
2. Unless the public exhibition period results in submissions opposing or proposing changes to 

the category, determine and adopt the new category referred to in item 1, with effect from the 
date immediately following the closure of public submissions. 
 

3. Should the public exhibition result in public submissions that may require re-consideration of 
the proposal, the General Manager is required to report back to Council on the outcome of the 
public exhibition so Council can consider formally whether to determine the new category 
referred to in item 1. 
 

4. Approve the application of the proposed category to the road closures required in Wynne 
Avenue as part of the Burwood Place project, subject to public consultation and determination 
by Council as referred to in items 1–3. 

 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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(Item 78/25) Adoption of Audited Financial Reports for the Year Ended 
30 June 2025 

File No: 25/51173 
 
Report by Director Corporate Services   
 

Summary 
 
In accordance with Section 418 (1)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), Council must fix 
a date for the meeting at which it proposes to present its Audited Financial Report, together with 
the Auditor’s Report. The presentation of this Report to this Council Meeting fulfils this requirement.  
 
In all material respects, the financial statements are presented fairly in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements and statutory 
requirements so as to present a view which is consistent with Council’s understanding of the 
financial position, the operating result and cash flows. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.3 Ensure financial sustainability and organisational effectiveness 
 

Background 
 
As per the resolution of the 23 September 2025 Council Meeting, the Financial Reports for year 
ending 30 June 2025 were presented to Council’s Auditor for audit.  
 
There have been no major changes to the 2024-25 figures between presentation and finalisation of 
audit.  
 
The auditors concluded the final audit of the 2024-2025 Financial Statements in October 2025.  
 
Council have received their Independent Audit Report and Report on the Conduct of the Audit for 
inclusion in the Financial Reports for submission to the Office of Local Government following 
Council’s adoption of the Financial Reports.  
 
Council’s Auditor presented the audited Annual Financial Statements to the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee at the meeting held on 24 September 2025, where the auditors gave a 
presentation and answered questions on the presented statements. The Committee members 
present at the meeting accepted the Financial Statements with no alterations. 
 

Consultation 
 
In accordance with Section 418(1) (b) of the Act, Council has given public notice of this meeting by 
advertising on Council’s website. Copies of the Audited Financial Reports and Auditor’s Report 
were placed on Public Exhibition at Burwood Council and Library, 2 Conder Street Burwood and on 
Council’s website for members of the public to view. Any written submissions received from the 
public will be deliberated and considered by the General Manager and copies forwarded to 
Council’s Auditors. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005, the following have been complied with: 
 

• A copy of the Audited Financial Reports and Auditor’s Report will be forwarded to the Office 
of Local Government. 
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•  Public notice has been given for the presentation of the 2024-2025 Financial Reports. 
 

• The date of this meeting was advised to the public after the date of public notices given and 
not more than five weeks after the Auditors Report was received. 

 

Financial Implications 
 
There are no direct Financial Implications from the presentation of the Audited Financial Reports to 
Council 
 

Conclusion 
 
The 2024-2025 Annual Financial Reports relate to the General Fund of Council. During the course 
of the audit no material adjustments to the financial statements were identified. The audited 
financial reports will be forwarded to the Office of Local Government in accordance with legislative 
requirements.  
 
Copy of the Annual Financial Statements are attached to this report. 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 

1. That in accordance with Section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993 and Clause 
215 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the Council make the following 
declaration: 
 

a. That Councils Financial Reports have been drawn up in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 and associated Regulations; the Statement of Accounting 
Concept; the local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting update April 2025; and the Australian Accounting Standards. 
 

b. The Audited financial reports present fairly the Council’s financial position and 
performance for the year 

 
c. These reports accord with Council’s accounting and other records 

 
2. That the Council note that the 2024-2025 Audited Financial Reports and Auditor’s Report 

will be forwarded to the Office of Local Government. 
 
 

Attachments 

1⇩  Annual Financial Statements 2025  
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(Item 79/25) Investment Report as at 30 September 2025 
File No: 25/51148 

 
Report by Acting Director Corporate Services   
 

Summary 
 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, this report 
details all money that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.103 Implement and monitor appropriate investment strategies and prepare monthly investment 

reports. 
 
 

Background 
 
As provided for in Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, a report listing 
Council’s investments must be presented to Council.  
 
Council’s investments are made up of a number of direct investments, some of which are managed 
or advised by external agencies. 

 
Investment Portfolio 
 
Council has a diversified investment portfolio and has a number of direct investments in term 
deposits.  Its investment portfolio as at 30 September 2025 is: 
 

 
 
 
 
As at 30 September 2025 Council held the following term deposits: 
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As at 30 September 2025 Council held the following covered fixed bonds: 
 

 
 
As at 30 September 2025 Council held the following Floating Rate Notes: 
 

  

Purchase 

Date

Financial Institution Principal 

Amount

Interest 

Rate

Investment 

Days

Maturity 

Date

21 Feb 25 Westpace 4,000,000       4.81% 367            23 Feb 26

18 Mar 25 SunCorp 4,000,000       4.80% 272            15 Dec 25

27 Mar 25 SunCorp 4,000,000       4.80% 242            24 Nov 25

27 Mar 25 SunCorp 4,000,000       4.80% 257            09 Dec 25

31 Jul 25 NAB 8,000,000       4.25% 92              31 Oct 25

12 Aug 25 CBA 5,000,000       4.11% 70              21 Oct 25

22 Aug 25 NAB 4,000,000       4.14% 182            20 Feb 26

Total 33,000,000     

Purchase 

Date

Financial Institution Principal 

Amount

Interest 

Rate

Investment 

Days

Maturity 

Date
17 Oct 22 SunCorp 1,000,000       4.85% 1,096         17 Oct 25

Total 1,000,000       

Purchase 

Date

Financial Institution Principal 

Amount

Current 

Coupon 

Rate

Investment 

Days

Maturity 

Date

24 Aug 21 National Australia Bank 1,500,000       3.9647% 1,826         24 Aug 26

18 Aug 22 Commonwealth Bank of Australia 2,400,000       4.6100% 1,826         18 Aug 27

13 Oct 22 MyState Bank Ltd 1,500,000       5.0168% 1,096         13 Oct 25

17 Oct 22 Suncorp-Metway Limited 800,000          4.5900% 1,096         17 Oct 25

07 Nov 22 Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Sydney 2,000,000       4.7906% 1,096         07 Nov 25

13 Jan 23 Commonwealth Bank of Australia 3,000,000       4.8668% 1,826         13 Jan 28

19 Jan 23 Rabobank U.A Australia Branch 1,500,000       4.8617% 1,826         19 Jan 28

10 Feb 23 Newcastle Permanent Building Society 1,000,000       4.6577% 1,461         10 Feb 27

03 Mar 23 HSBC Sydney Branch 2,000,000       4.6175% 1,827         03 Mar 28

16 Mar 23 United Overseas Bank Sydney 2,000,000       4.2900% 1,096         16 Mar 26

18 May 23 Suncorp-Metway Limited 1,500,000       4.6400% 1,096         18 May 26

16 Jun 23 QPCU Limited T/A QBANK 2,750,000       5.2600% 1,096         16 Jun 26

Total 21,950,000     
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The following graph highlights Council’s investment balances for the past 12 months: 
 

 
 
Council’s investment portfolio is recognised at market value and some of its investments are based 
on the midpoint valuations of the underlying assets and are subject to market conditions that occur 
over the month. 
 
Council’s investment balances as at reporting date are detailed in Attachment 1. Definitions on the 
types of investments are detailed in Attachment 2. 
 
Investment Performance and Market Commentary 
 
At the Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) meeting on the 30 September 2025, the Board decided to 
leave the official cash rate on hold at 3.6 per cent. According to the Statement by the Reserve 
Bank board "…Inflation has fallen substantially since the peak in 2022, as higher interest rates 
have been working to bring aggregate demand and potential supply closer towards balance. Both 
headline and trimmed mean inflation were within the 2–3 per cent range in the June quarter. 
Recent data, while partial and volatile, suggest that inflation in the September quarter may be 
higher than expected at the time of the August Statement on Monetary Policy. 
 
Data for the June quarter show that private demand is recovering a little more rapidly than 
expected, taking over from public demand as the driver of growth. In particular, private 
consumption is picking up as real household incomes rise and measures of financial conditions 
ease. The housing market is strengthening, a sign that recent interest rate decreases are having 
an effect. Credit is readily available to both households and businesses. 
 
Various indicators suggest that labour market conditions have been broadly steady in recent 
months and remain a little tight. Growth in employment has slowed by slightly more than expected, 
but the unemployment rate was unchanged at 4.2 per cent in August. Measures of labour 
underutilisation remain at low rates and business surveys and liaison suggest that availability of 
labour has been little changed of late. Looking through quarterly volatility, wages growth has eased 
from its peak, but productivity growth has been weak and growth in unit labour costs remains high. 
 
There are uncertainties about the outlook for domestic economic activity and inflation stemming 
from both domestic and international developments. On the domestic side, stronger-than-expected 
data on growth and inflation may indicate that households have become more comfortable 
consuming as real incomes and wealth rise. If this continues, it may make it easier for businesses 
to pass on cost increases and lead to more demand for labour. Alternatively, the recent growth in 
consumption might not persist, particularly if households become more concerned about overseas 
developments. 
 
Uncertainty in the global economy remains elevated. There is a little more clarity on the scope and 
scale of US tariffs and policy responses in other countries, suggesting that more extreme 
outcomes are likely to be avoided. Trade policy developments are nevertheless still expected to 
have an adverse effect on global economic growth over time. Beyond tariffs, a broader range of 
geopolitical risks remain a threat to the global economy. This could all weigh on growth in 
aggregate demand and lead to weaker labour market conditions in the domestic economy. 
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There are also uncertainties regarding the lags in the effect of recent monetary policy easing, the 
balance between aggregate demand and potential supply for goods and services, conditions in the 
labour market and the outlook for productivity. 
 
With signs that private demand is recovering, indications that inflation may be persistent in some 
areas and labour market conditions overall remaining stable, the Board decided that it was 
appropriate to maintain the cash rate at its current level at this meeting. Financial conditions have 
eased since the beginning of the year and this seems to be having some impact, but it will take 
some time to see the full effects of earlier cash rate reductions. The Board judged that it was 
appropriate to remain cautious, updating its view of the outlook as the data evolve. The Board 
remains alert to the heightened level of uncertainty about the outlook. It noted that monetary policy 
is well placed to respond decisively to international developments if they were to have material 
implications for activity and inflation in Australia. 
 
The Board will be attentive to the data and the evolving assessment of the outlook and risks to 
guide its decisions. In doing so, it will pay close attention to developments in the global economy 
and financial markets, trends in domestic demand, and the outlook for inflation and the labour 
market. The Board is focused on its mandate to deliver price stability and full employment and will 
do what it considers necessary to achieve that outcome.” 
 
The following graph provides information on the current RBA monetary policy: 
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Recommendation(s) 

1. That the investment report for 30 September 2025 be received and endorsed. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be received and noted. 
 

Attachments 

1⇩  Investment Register September 2025 
2⇩  Investment Types  
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(Item 80/25) Risk Management Policy - For Adoption  
File No: 25/49064 

 
Report by Director Corporate Services   
 

Summary 
 
This report proposes the adoption of Council’s Risk Management Policy following public exhibition.  
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
A.113 Review and implement improvements to Council's Risk Management Framework 
 

Background 
 
Section 216S of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 (the Regulation) requires each 
council to adopt and implement a system for managing risk. Following legislative changes that took 
effect in July 2024, Council’s must now consider the Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal 
Audit for Local Government in NSW released by the Office of Local Government (the OLG 
Guidelines) when developing that system.  
 
The OLG Guidelines require each council have a risk management framework that is appropriate 
for that council and is consistent with the accepted Australian risk management standard. The 
Guidelines provide a model risk management policy for use by councils and recommend the 
governing body formally approve the risk appetite levels for the council.  
 
Although Council has had a comprehensive risk management system in place for many years, that 
system was reviewed in 2024–2025, in light of the OLG Guidelines. 
 
Council currently has the Burwood Council Corporate Management Risk Policy, which was 
adopted in 2006. A draft Risk Management Policy was placed on public exhibition following the 22 
July 2025 Council Meeting. No feedback on this policy was received.  
 

Proposal 
 
It is proposed that the Risk Management Policy that was placed on public exhibition be adopted 
without further amendment. 
 
It is also proposed that the existing Burwood Council Corporate Management Risk Policy be 
revoked as the new policy replaces its provisions. 
 

Consultation 
 
The Audit Risk and Improvement Committee has reviewed and provided feedback on the proposed 
Risk Management Policy.  
 
The policy was publicly exhibited for 28 days to seek feedback from the community, and no 
feedback was received.  
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed policy is consistent with the Regulation and the OLG Guidelines and will replace 
outdated policies that are less relevant to modern risk management requirements. 
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Financial Implications 
 
No Financial implications.  
 

Conclusion 
 
Council has in place a robust system for the management of risk that is generally consistent with 
the OLG Guidelines. The proposed policy ensures ongoing policy consistency and provides a clear 
statement to the public on Council’s commitment to managing the risks that are inherent in 
delivering services to the community.  
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
That Council:  

1. adopt the Risk Management Policy contained at Attachment 1 to this report,  

2. endorse the General Manager to make minor modifications to any numerical, typographical, 
interpretation and formatting errors, and legislative updates to the Risk Management Policy, 
and 

3. revoke the Burwood Council Corporate Risk Management Policy adopted in 2006. 
 

Attachments 

1⇩  Risk Management Policy - For Adoption  
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(Item 81/25) Annual Disclosure of Interest Returns by Councillors and 
Designated Persons 

File No: 25/34430 
 
Report by Acting Director Corporate Services   
 

Summary 
 
The General Manager is required under the Local Government Act 1993 and supporting 
instruments to table written returns of interests for councillors and designated persons at a meeting 
of Council. Annual returns for the period 2024–25 are now due to be formally received and noted. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
C.11.1 Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance and probity that 
ensures community confidence in decision making 
 

Background 
 
Sections 440AAA and 440AAB of the Local Government Act 1993 establish the framework for 
disclosure of interests that must be completed by councillors and designated persons. The returns 
are fundamental transparency and accountability documents and as such must be retained as part 
of a publicly accessible register.  
 
Section 6(2) of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 stipulates that certain open 
access information must be made publicly accessible on the Council website.  Returns of interests 
of councillors, designated persons and delegates are classed under Schedule 1 of the Government 
Information (Public Access) Regulation 2018 as open access information for the purposes of 
website publication.  These requirements are mirrored in clause 4.2 of the three Codes of Conduct 
adopted by Burwood Council. 
 

Discussion 
 
Specific requirements for preparation and lodgement of returns are contained in the Model Code of 
Conduct prescribed under the Local Government Act 1993. This forms the basis for the three 
Codes of Conduct in place at Burwood Council. All councillors and designated persons must lodge 
disclosure of interest returns within 3 months of: 
 

a) becoming a councillor or designated person (first time return), 
b) 30 June each year, or 
c) the councillor or designated person becoming aware of an interest they are required to 

disclose under Schedule 1 of the Burwood Council Codes of Conduct that has not been 
previously disclosed in a return lodged in a first time return or an annual return. 

 
 A ‘designated person’ is described in clause 4.8 of the Codes of Conduct as: 

a) the general manager, 
b) other senior staff of the council, 
c) a person (other than a member of the senior staff of the council) who is a member of staff of 

the council or a delegate of the council and who holds a position identified by the council as 
the position of a designated person because it involves the exercise of functions under the 
LGA or any other Act (such as regulatory functions or contractual functions) that, in their 
exercise, could give rise to a conflict between the person’s duty as a member of staff or 
delegate and the person’s private interest, or 

d) a person who is a member of a committee of the council identified by the council as a 
committee whose members are designated persons because the functions of the 
committee involve the exercise of the council’s functions (such as regulatory functions or 
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contractual functions) that, in their exercise, could give rise to a conflict between the 
member’s duty as a member of the committee and the member’s private interest. 

 
Under the Code of Conduct for Council Committee Members, Delegates of Council, Council 
Advisers, Volunteers, Contractors and Members of Wholly Advisory Committees and the Audit Risk 
and Improvement Committee Charter, members of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
are designated persons and are required to submit an annual disclosure of interest. 
 
The relevant officer positions for the purposes of identifying designated persons were confirmed by 
the General Manager on 9 July 2025. All councillors, designated persons and ARIC members who 
held that role on 30 June 2025 have lodged their returns in the prescribed format, other than one 
officer who was on long-term leave during the reporting period. 
 
Preparation and proactive release of disclosure of interest returns are important elements in 
promoting public accountability of Council. They help to protect the integrity of Council’s decision-
making processes by allowing scrutiny of potential conflicts of interest that could arise where 
councillors or other key council officials participate in decision making from which they or their 
close associates may derive (or be perceived to derive) personal or financial benefit. The returns 
have been published on Council’s website in line with the ‘open access’ and ‘public interest test’ 
provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. 
 
In accordance with the clause 4.22 of the Codes of Conduct, those officials who submitted a first-
time or updated return in the 3 months prior to 30 June 2025 are not required to submit a further 
annual return. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Pursuant to Section 440AAB of the Local Government Act 1993, the returns for the period ended 
30 June 2025, together with any other updated or ‘first time’ returns, are now formally tabled for 
information from the following council officials: 
 
Councillors 
▪ Mayor John Faker 
▪ Deputy Mayor George Mannah 
▪ Councillor Sukirti Bhatta 
▪ Councillor Pascale Esber 
▪ Councillor David Hull 
▪ Councillor Deyi Wu-Coshott 
▪ Councillor Alex Yang 

 
Council officers 
▪ Tommaso Briscese (General Manager) 
▪ Ryan Cole (Director City Strategy) 
▪ George El Kazzi (Director City Assets) 
▪ Brooke Endycott (Director Community Life) 
▪ Miriam Wassef (Director People & Performance) 
▪ Fab Zincone (Director Corporate Services) 
▪ Bill Adamopoulos (Manager Design & Assets) 
▪ Tina Biswas (Cadet Building Surveyor) 
▪ Noni Boyd (Senior Heritage Planner) 
▪ Michelle Butler (Manager Governance & Risk) 
▪ Dylan Chen (Development Assessment Planner) 
▪ Roberto Di Federico (Manager Traffic and Transport) 
▪ Stuart Dutton (Manager Major Capital Works & Projects) 
▪ Catherine Hanna (Assistant Planner) 
▪ Jenny Hoff (Manager Community & Culture) 
▪ Merryn Howell (Coordinator Community Development & Planning) 
▪ Cameron Jenkins (Senior Governance Officer) 
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▪ Martin Jenner (Manager Community Safety) 
▪ Raj Khanal (Manager Procurement) 
▪ Manoj Kumar (Group Manager Operations) 
▪ Erica Lacuna (Assistant Planner) 
▪ Hannah Lawes (Development Assessment Planner) 
▪ Neil Leckie (Grants Coordinator - Major Projects) 
▪ Anita Leighton (Coordinator E-Planning & Business Services) 
▪ Michael Magner (Manager Parks & Open Spaces) 
▪ Amita Maharjan (Executive Strategic Planner) 
▪ Shisir Manandhar (Manager Information Technology) 
▪ Scott McMurray (Manager Enfield Aquatic Centre) 
▪ Danielle McQuoid (Manager Library & Community Hub) 
▪ Julie Mockett (Manager Customer Experience & Business Improvement) 
▪ Soodeh Mohammadi (Executive Urban Designer) 
▪ Sumathi Navaratnam (Manager City Planning) 
▪ Isabella Nguyen (Development Enquiry Officer) 
▪ Vanessa O'Shea (Projects & Contracts Officer) 
▪ Greg Panigas (Manager Waste & Cleansing) 
▪ Geraldine Pham (Senior Strategic Planner) 
▪ Gaanesh Prasad (Project Manager Urban Park, Arts and Cultural Centre) 
▪ Michelle Prichard (Revenue Coordinator) 
▪ Jai Reid (Manager City Development) 
▪ Michael Ridge (Manager People & Culture) 
▪ Dominique Roberts (Cultural Projects & Public Art Producer) 
▪ Julian Sciarrone (Executive Planner) 
▪ Sarah Seaman (Finance Manager) 
▪ Alastair Sim (Senior Assessment Planner) 
▪ Charlie Svinos (Manager Civil Construction & Maintenance) 
▪ Sylvester Tan (Executive Building Surveyor) 
▪ Mikaela Thorogood (Manager Property) 
▪ Georgina Zavala Aznar (Strategic Planner (Environment)) 

 
Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee members 
▪ Simone Schwarz (Chair) 
▪ Rochelle Davis (Independent Member) 
▪ Chris Weber (Independent Member) 

 
Recommendation(s) 

That Council notes: 

1. the tabling of disclosure of interest returns in accordance with Part 4 of the Codes of 
Conduct and the Local Government Act 1993 for the Council officials listed in this report, 
and 

2. that mandatory proactive release of the returns via publication on the Council website has 
been effected in accordance with clause 4.2 of the Codes of Conduct and the Government 
Information (Public Access) Act 2009. 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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