Burwood

Burwood . Burwood Heights . Croydon . Croydon Park . Enfield . Strathfield

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF BURWOOD held in the Conference Room, Level 1, 2 Conder
Street, Burwood on Tuesday 9 December 2025 commencing at 6:00 PM.

Attendance Councillor John Faker (Mayor)
Councillor George Mannah (Deputy Mayor) [attended via audio-visual link]
Councillor Sukirti Bhatta
Councillor Pascale Esber [joined at 6:06 PM]
Councillor David Hull
Councillor De Yi Wu-Coshott
Councillor Alex Yang

Opening of Meeting by the Mayor
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer and Acknowledgement of Country.
Apologies

143/25 RESOLVED
That Councillor Mannah attend by audio-visual link.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Sukirti Bhatta/Seconded Councillor Alex Yang)

Declarations of Interest

Mayor Faker declared a less-than-significant non-pecuniary interest in ltem 96/25 — Appointments
to Burwood Design Review Panel. The nature of the interest is that one of the appointments is an
employee of Design Inc who are undertaking work on a family property outside of Burwood LGA.
No further action was taken to manage the interest, noting that the panel was chosen
independently of councillors and the motion before councillors is to endorse that decision.

Declarations of Political Donations

There were no declarations of political interests by Councillors.

This is page 1 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Burwood Council Meeting held on 9
December 2025



Minutes of Burwood Council Meeting 9 December 2025

Confirmation of Minutes

144/25 RESOLVED
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18
November 2025, as circulated, be confirmed and signed as a true record of the

proceedings of the meeting.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor David Hull/Seconded Councillor De Yi Wu-Coshott)
Councillor Pascale Esber joined the meeting at 6:06 PM.
Mayoral Minutes

(Item MM15/25) Environmental Leadership in Action: Introducing the Burwood
Green Key Initiative

File No: 25/66224
Summary
It has long been a priority of mine to ensure Burwood grows greener, delivering benefits
for our community today and for the generations who will follow. The Mayoral Street
Tree Planting Program is in its sixth year and has delivered over 1,500 trees to date,
each one a long-lived investment in shade, amenity and city comfort.

Through the Sustainable Burwood Plan, we have committed to achieving 25% tree
canopy coverage across the LGA, and the Mayoral Street Tree Planting Program is an
essential foundation helping us reach that target.

Tonight, | am pleased to introduce the Green Key Initiative, a program that takes our
greening efforts to the next level, supports our tree-canopy targets, and invites broader
community and business participation in creating a cooler, greener Burwood.

Participating partners will make a small contribution tied to everyday transactions,
creating a simple and sustainable mechanism for long-term investment in our urban
greening. Every contribution will go directly toward planting trees, expanding canopy
and creating more shaded, comfortable public spaces in Burwood.

Importantly, this initiative reinforces the shared responsibility we all have in greening our
city. Council will continue to invest significantly in urban greening, but through Green
Key we are inviting others to stand with us, and we will publicly acknowledge and
recognise those businesses and organisations that make this investment in the future of
our community and our city.

| invite businesses and organisations across our local economy, from hospitality and
retail to commercial operators, property owners and community groups, to join the
Green Key network and help build a cooler, greener Burwood.

This initiative is not just about planting trees, it's about building a civic culture where
environmental stewardship is visible, collaborative, and celebrated.

| ask that Council note the introduction of the Green Key Initiative and support the
establishment and growth of this partnership model in the months ahead.
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145/25 RESOLVED

That:

e Council note the introduction of the Green Key Initiative as a mechanism to
support urban greening and progress toward Burwood’s tree-canopy targets.

e The General Manager investigate opportunities to expand the Green Key
network, including engagement with local businesses, commercial operators,
institutions, property owners and other stakeholders.

e The General Manager develop a recognition model for participating Green Key
partners that acknowledges their contribution to the long-term environmental
future of our city.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Mayor John Faker)

Reports to Council

(Item 91/25) Draft Code of Meeting Practice - Endorsement for Public Exhibition

File No: 25/65420

Summary

Section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) requires Council to adopt a
Code of Meeting Practice that incorporates the mandatory provisions of the Model Code
of Meeting Practice (the Model Code) prescribed by the Local Government Regulation
2021 (the Regulation).

The Office of Local Government (OLG) released an updated Model Code on 29 August
2025. The purpose of this report is to place a Draft Code of Meeting Practice (the Draft
Code) that incorporates its mandatory provisions on public exhibition.

Operational Plan Objective

C11.1 Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance and
probity that ensures community confidence in decision making

146/25 RESOLVED

That Council:

1. places the Draft Code of Meeting Practice, contained in Attachment 1 to this
report, on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and invite submissions from
the public for a period of 42 days

2. if submissions are received, directs the General Manager to report on the
outcome of the public exhibition at the next ordinary meeting of Council following
the last date for lodgement of submissions

3. if no submissions are received, adopts the Draft Code of Meeting Practice
without further amendment and revokes the existing Code of Meeting Practice
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4. revokes the Councillor Briefings and Workshops Policy.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Alex Yang/Seconded Councillor Pascale Esber)

(Item 92/25) Draft Public Forum Policy - Endorsement for Public Exhibition

File No: 25/65815

Summary

Part 4 of Burwood Council’s proposed Code of Meeting Practice provides for Council to
hold a public forum prior to Council or committee meetings. This enables members of
the public to address Council on items of business that are to be considered at
meetings.

The purpose of this report is to place the draft Public Forum Policy on exhibition, which
sets out the rules under which Public Forums are conducted.

Operational Plan Objective

C11.1 Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance and
probity that ensures community confidence in decision making

147/25 RESOLVED
That Council:

1. places the Draft Public Forum Policy, contained in Attachment 1 to this report,
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and invite submissions from the
public,

2. if submissions are received, directs the General Manager to report on the
outcome of public exhibition at the next ordinary meeting of Council following the
last date for the lodgement of submissions, and

3. if no submissions are received, adopts the Draft Public Forum Policy without
further amendment.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Alex Yang/Seconded Councillor Sukirti Bhatta)
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(Item 93/25) Proposed new category of council for remuneration of councillors

File No: 25/67157

Summary

This report recommends Council makes a submission to the Local Government
Remuneration Tribunal’s annual review of fees payable to councillors to propose a new
category of council called “Metropolitan Small — Fast Growing”, which would more
accurately reflect the role and efforts of councillors in small fast-growing areas such as
Burwood.

Operational Plan Objective
P.48 Ensure transparency and accountability in decision making
148/25 RESOLVED
That Council make a submission to the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal
proposing a new category of council called “Metropolitan Small — Fast Growing” aligned

to the “Metropolitan Medium” category and propose that Burwood Council be included
under that new category.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Pascale Esber/Seconded Councillor De Yi Wu-Coshott)

(Item 97/25) Burwood Special Entertainment Precinct - Draft Planning Proposal,
Precinct Management Plan and DCP Amendments - For Exhibition

File No: 25/65892

Summary

This report seeks Council’s endorsement to prepare a Planning Proposal to amend the
Burwood Local Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP) by designating land bound by Ford
Lane, Railway Parade, Belmore Street, Conder Street and Burwood Road as a Special
Entertainment Precinct under Section 202 of the Local Government Act 1993, and to
endorse the draft Precinct Management Plan and draft amendment to the Burwood
Development Control Plan (BDCP) to support its implementation.

Independent planning and urban design consultants have been engaged by Council to
support the preparation of a Planning Proposal (Attachment 1), to amend the Burwood
Local Environmental Plan (BLEP) 2012 to establish a Special Entertainment Precinct
(SEP) in the Burwood Town Centre, under the provisions of Section 202 of the Local
Government Act 1993. The land subject to the Planning Proposal is bounded by Ford
Lane, Railway Parade, Belmore Street, Conder Street and Burwood Road, Burwood.

SEPs are a legislative mechanism available under the Local Government Act that
enable Councils to establish a sound management framework for entertainment sound,
including trading hours criteria, for a designated area. A SEP is designed to support a
vibrant nighttime precinct, whilst providing appropriate controls to maintain resident
amenity within and adjacent to the precinct.
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A draft Special Entertainment Precinct Management Plan (Attachment 2) and
proposed amendments to the BDCP (Attachment 3) have been prepared to support
the strategic intention of the Planning Proposal by providing clear guidance on trading
hours for indoor and outdoor activity, as well as sound omission and attenuation
requirements for properties within the proposed SEP.

This report seeks Council’s endorsement of the Draft Precinct Management Plan, DCP
amendment and Planning Proposal for the Burwood Special Entertainment Precinct to
progress to Gateway Determination and public exhibition for a period of at least 28
days.

Operational Plan Objective

A.71 Undertake initiatives that support new economic growth in the Burwood
North Precinct and Burwood Town Centre

A.72 Implement activities or initiatives that enhance Burwood’s night time
economy

C.9 Safe, clean and activated streets, centres and public places are enjoyed by
people day and night

C.3 An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity
and place.

C.31 Facilitate well designed, high quality and sustainable land use and
development that is appropriately scaled to complement its surroundings.

C.11 Support and deliver initiatives that encourage high-quality design,
sustainable development and enhanced urban amenity.

C.111 Conduct Council business with transparency, accountability, compliance

and probity that ensures community confidence in decision making.
149/25 RESOLVED

That Council:

1. Endorse the preparation and public exhibition of a draft Planning Proposal to
amend the Burwood Local Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP) by designating land
bound by Ford Lane, Railway Parade, Belmore Street, Conder Street and
Burwood Road as a Special Entertainment Precinct under Section 202 of the
Local Government Act 1993, for a period of 28 days.

2. Endorse the public exhibition of the draft Precinct Management Plan and draft
amendment to the Burwood Development Control Plan (BDCP) for a period of
28 days to support the implementation of the draft Planning Proposal.

3. Delegate authority to the General Manager to finalise the Planning Proposal for
submission to the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure for
Gateway determination.

4. Receive a further report after the public exhibition of the draft amendment,
summarising submissions received and providing recommendations for its

finalisation.
For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Alex Yang/Seconded Councillor De Yi Wu-Coshott)
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(Item 94/25) Voluntary Planning Agreement - 28-34 Victoria Street, 17 & 21 George
Street Burwood

File No: 25/66262

Summary

In NSW, Voluntary Planning Agreements (VPAs) are legal agreements made between a
planning authority such as a local council or the NSW Government and a development
proponent under Sections 7.4 to 7.10 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979 (EPA Act).

These agreements enable a developer to dedicate land, provide works, or make a
monetary contribution for public purposes. They may be offered in addition to, or in
place of, mandatory Infrastructure Contributions required under Sections 7.11 or 7.12 of
the EPA Act.

A draft Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) and Explanatory Note (EN) has been
submitted to Council in connection with Amending Development Application No.
66/2025. The application seeks approval to add four to five additional storeys to each
approved building, resulting in 29 additional residential dwellings across the site at 17
George Street, 21 George Street, and 28-34 Victoria Street, Burwood. These
amendments relate to an existing Department of Planning, Housing & Infrastructure
SSDA (SSD-69615996) approved mixed-use development approval that includes
commercial floor space, serviced apartments, dwellings, and affordable housing.
Council and the consent authority for the application being the Burwood Local Planning
Panel will consider the amending DA application on its planning merits as part of the DA
determination process.

The draft VPA and Explanatory Note propose that the developer make a monetary
contribution to Council for the purpose of providing, augmenting, or improving open
space, community facilities, or other public amenities, with allocation to be determined
by Council.

The draft VPA was placed on public exhibition from 13 November 2025 and will remain
open for submissions until 11 December 2025. However, as the Council Christmas
Closedown Period will commence prior to the close of the exhibition—and noting that
the VPA must be entered into during this period to align with DA processing
timeframes—this report outlines the draft VPA and seeks Council’s in-principle
endorsement to proceed.

Delegation is requested for the General Manager to finalise and enter into the VPA
following the close of the exhibition period and consideration of any submissions
received.

Operational Plan Objective

1.2.1 Inform the community of Council’'s activities, facilities and services using
accessible

150/25 RESOLVED
1. That Council grant delegation to the General Manager to enter into the Voluntary

Planning Agreement (VPA), for 17 George Street, 21 George Street, and 28-34
Victoria Street, Burwood, as per Attachments 1 and 2 of this report, should
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Development Application No. 66/2025 be granted consent by the independent
Burwood Local Planning Panel.

2. That Council authorise the General Manager to make any necessary amendments
to the VPA documentation in Attachments 1 and 2 of this report as necessary to
bring the documentation into effect and to sign the VPA and any associated
documentation under the Council’s Power of Attorney.

3. That the Developer pay the monetary contribution to Council in accordance with the
payment schedule outlined in the VPA, with the final dollar amount to be confirmed
based on the final determination of Development Application No. 66/2025.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Pascale Esber/Seconded Councillor Alex Yang)

(Item 95/25) Councillor Attendance at Conferences in 2025

File No: 25/50938

Summary

In 2025, Councillors attended conferences and seminars in line with the Councillors
Expenses and Facilities Policy.

Operational Plan Objective

A.109 Deliver a progressive and accountable framework to support the elected body of
Council and individual councillors

151/25 RESOLVED

That Council note the attendance of Councillors at conferences and seminars
throughout the year.

For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor Pascale Esber/Seconded Councillor Alex Yang)

(Item 96/25) Appointments to Burwood Design Review Panel

File No: 25/65326

Summary

In July 2025, Council resolved to continue the Burwood Design Review Panel (BDRP)
until December 2028 as part of its commitment to embedding design excellence across
all built environment projects. The resolution enabled the extension of existing panel
member contracts and required Council to undertake an Expression of Interest (EQI)
process to establish the next rotation of panel members, with extensive experience and
qualifications in one or more of the following fields: Urban Design, Architecture,
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Landscape Architecture, and Urban Planning.

An Expression of Interest process has now been completed for new memberships to
the BDRP for the term commencing in February 2026. This report outlines the process
undertaken and recommends several suitably qualified candidates for Council’s
endorsement.

A total of 34 EOI applications were received. Following a shortlisting process focused
on identifying experienced and highly capable design professionals, eight candidates
were interviewed. The shortlisted and recommended candidates have demonstrated the
expertise required to support and guide high-quality design outcomes for Burwood
during a period of significant urban growth and transformation.

However, the initial EOI process did not yield suitable applicants with specialist heritage
or landscape architecture expertise—both essential disciplines for maintaining a
balanced and comprehensive design review panel. As a result, Council has re-
advertised a targeted EOI seeking applicants in these specific fields for a 10-day period
from Monday 24 November 2025 to Friday 5 December 2025. A further report will be
presented to Council in the new year once this supplementary recruitment process has
been completed.

Operational Plan Objective

A.32 Ensure that design excellence is assessed as part of the development
application process

C.3 An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and
place

C.3.1 Facilitate well-designed, high-quality and sustainable land use and development

C.3.2 Protect our unique built heritage and maintain or enhance local character

C4 Sustainable, integrated infrastructure that supports growth and liveability

C.4.2 Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in.

C.10 A well informed community active in civic life, local planning and decision
making

C.11  Effective, innovative and collaborative leadership is underpinned by open,
transparent and responsible governance

A.98 Undertake comprehensive community engagement programs to seek
community input on Council projects, operations, initiatives and major
decisions.

152/25 RESOLVED

That Council:

1. Endorse the appointment of Vishal Lakhia as Chairperson of the Burwood
Design Review Panel (BDRP), and Stephen Pearse and Neda Rezaei Vandchali
as Alternate Chairpersons, for the term commencing 1 February 2026 and
concluding on 31 December 2028.

2. Endorse the appointment of Michael Kahn, Joseph Loh, Victor Rodinov,
Kathleen Selle and Jill Woodley as panel members of the Burwood Design
Review Panel for the term commencing 1 February 2026 and concluding on 31
December 2028.

3. Request that the General Manager provide a further report to Council in 2026
outlining the outcomes of the supplementary EOI process seeking heritage and
landscape architecture expertise, including recommendations for additional
appointments to the BDRP.
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4. Delegate authority to the General Manager to undertake recruitment and appoint
new or additional panel members should vacancies arise or specific skill gaps
be identified during the BDRP rotation period between 1 February 2026 and 31
December 2028.

5. Request that the General Manager write to outgoing panel members to formally
express Council’'s appreciation for their contribution and service as members of
the Burwood Design Review Panel.

6. That the report be made public but that personal details of applicants be
redacted to protect the privacy of the applicants on the applicant list. See

Appendix 1.
For: Cr Faker, Cr Mannah, Cr Esber, Cr Hull, Cr Bhatta, Cr Wu-Coshott, Cr
Yang
Against: Nil

(Moved Councillor David Hull/Seconded Deputy Mayor George Mannah)

This concluded the business of the meeting and Council rose at 6:45 pm.

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9 December 2025 will be submitted for confirmation
by Council at its next meeting on 17 February 2025.
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Appendix 1: Item96/25 — Resolution 6

(Item 96/25) Appointments to Burwood Design Review Panel

That above item be considered in Closed Session to the exclusion of the press and public in
accordance with Section 10A(2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, as the matter involves
personnel matters concerning particular individuals.

File No: 25/65326

Report by Director City Strategy

Summary

In July 2025, Council resolved to continue the Burwood Design Review Panel (BDRP) until
December 2028 as part of its commitment to embedding design excellence across all built
environment projects. The resolution enabled the extension of existing panel member contracts
and required Council to undertake an Expression of Interest (EOI) process to establish the next
rotation of panel members, with extensive experience and qualifications in one or more of the
following fields: Urban Design, Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urban Planning.

An Expression of Interest process has now been completed for new memberships to the BDRP for
the term commencing in February 2026. This report outlines the process undertaken and
recommends several suitably qualified candidates for Council’'s endorsement.

A total of 34 EOI applications were received. Following a shortlisting process focused on identifying
experienced and highly capable design professionals, eight candidates were interviewed. The
shortlisted and recommended candidates have demonstrated the expertise required to support and
guide high-quality design outcomes for Burwood during a period of significant urban growth and
transformation.

However, the initial EOI process did not yield suitable applicants with specialist heritage or
landscape architecture expertise—both essential disciplines for maintaining a balanced and
comprehensive design review panel. As a result, Council has re-advertised a targeted EOI seeking
applicants in these specific fields for a 10-day period from Monday 24 November 2025 to Friday 5
December 2025. A further report will be presented to Council in the new year once this
supplementary recruitment process has been completed.

Operational Plan Objective

A.32 Ensure that design excellence is assessed as part of the development application
process

C.3 An urban environment that maintains and enhances our sense of identity and place

C.31 Facilitate well-designed, high-quality and sustainable land use and development

C.3.2 Protect our unique built heritage and maintain or enhance local character

C4 Sustainable, integrated infrastructure that supports growth and liveability

C4.2 Plan for a city that is safe, accessible and easy to get to and move around in.

C.10 A well informed community active in civic life, local planning and decision making

C.1 Effective, innovative and collaborative leadership is underpinned by open, transparent
and responsible governance

A.98 Undertake comprehensive community engagement programs to seek community input

on Council projects, operations, initiatives and major decisions.

Background
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Burwood Council is committed to championing design excellence across all built environment
projects, ensuring that future development delivers places that are functional, attractive, active,
sustainable, inclusive and of high architectural quality.

To support this commitment, Council established the Burwood Design Review Panel (BDRP) in
April 2022. The Panel provides independent expert advice on major development applications, pre-
DA proposals and planning proposals. Since its inception, the BDRP has played a key role in
strengthening design quality across the Burwood LGA, particularly as the area continues to
experience substantial growth and increasingly complex development activity.

Although the Panel’s advice is advisory and does not carry statutory authority, it forms a vital part
of the assessment process. Its insights assist Council’s Strategic Planning and Assessment teams,
as well as the Regional and Local Planning Panels, to elevate design standards and ensure high-
quality built form and public domain outcomes. The Panel has been especially influential in guiding
medium- and high-density projects around the Town Centre, helping to deliver development that
enhances amenity, contributes positively to the public realm and reinforces Burwood’s evolving
urban character.

At its meeting on 22 July 2025, Council resolved to extend the terms of the nine existing BDRP
members for an additional six months (until 19 January 2026) to maintain continuity while an
Expression of Interest (EOI) process was undertaken for the next term of panel membership. The
intention of the EOI process is to refresh or reappoint a group of highly skilled professionals with
expertise in architecture, urban design and landscape design.

The EOI was advertised on Council’'s website and through professional bodies, including the
Planning Institute of Australia (PIA), Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA), Australian
Institute of Architects (AIA) and via LinkedIn.

The EOI process for the new term, commencing February 2026, has now concluded. This report
outlines the process undertaken and recommends a number of suitably qualified candidates for
appointment.

A total of 34 applications were received. Following shortlisting, eight applicants were interviewed.
The shortlisted candidates demonstrated strong professional expertise and the capability to guide
high-quality design outcomes as Burwood continues to evolve and respond to growth pressures.

Despite strong interest, the initial EOI round did not attract suitably qualified applicants in the
heritage or landscape architecture fields—both of which are essential to ensuring a well-rounded
design review panel. To address this gap, Council has undertaken a supplementary, targeted EOI
focused specifically on these disciplines, open from Monday 24 November 2025 to Friday 5
December 2025. A further report will be provided to Council early in the new year following
completion of this additional recruitment process.

Proposal
This report seeks Council’s endorsement to:
1. Note the outcomes of the BDRP EOI process, as detailed in this report.
2. Endorse the recommended panel members for appointment to the Burwood Design
Review Panel commencing February 2026.

Summary of EOl Process

An EOI package, including the updated BDRP Terms of Reference and application requirements,
was published online for a period of 30 days until 25 August 2025. Council received 34 applications
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across architecture, urban design, planning and project management disciplines. A list of all
applicants are detail in attachment 1 to this report.

Assessment Panel

A three-member internal review panel with qualifications in planning and urban design assessed all
submissions and conducted the interviews.

Selection Criteria

Applicants were assessed against the following criteria:

Demonstrated professional expertise in architecture, urban design or related disciplines
Relevant experience across diverse development types and urban contexts

Proven experience with residential and commercial developments

Prior involvement in similar advisory roles or design review panels

The panel also considered overall balance to ensure a complementary mix of relevant skills,
experience, diversity, and design specialisations.

Shortlisted candidates

A total of nine (9) applicants were shortlisted by the selection panel based on qualifications, depth
of experience, demonstrated design capability and experience with complex development
typologies. Of the shortlisted group, one candidate withdrew their application, and eight (8)
candidates were interviewed. These included:

Candidate Discipline / Field Position / Organisation

Michael Kahn Architecture & Urban Design Principal, Design Inc.

Joseph Loh Architecture & Urban Design Principal, Design Inc.

Vishal Lakhia Architecture & Urban Design Sole Practitioner

Stephen Pearse Architecture & Urban Design Dlregtor, Stephen  Pearse
Architect

Neda Rezaei Vandchali  Architecture & Urban Design Associate Director, Colliers

Victor Rodinov Architecture & Project Management Senior Design Manager,
Stockland

Kathleen Selle Architecture & Urban Design Associate Director, PTW

Jill Woodley Architecture & Urban Design éfns:r?ate Director, Bates

Three of the shortlisted candidates are current BDRP members: Jill Woodley, Vishal Lakhia, and
Stephen Pearse and add additional value through continuity of approach.

Following the applicant evaluation the panel recommends all shortlisted candidates to be
appointed, with Vishal Lakhia to be appointed at the BDRP Chairperson and Stephen Pearse and
Neda Rezaei Vandchali as the alternate Chairpersons.

Additional Recruitment — Heritage and Landscape Expertise

This EOI process did not yield applicants with heritage or landscape architecture expertise — both
critical components for a balanced panel. Council has therefore re-advertised the EOI specifically
seeking applicants in these fields for 10 days, from Monday 24 November 2025 to 5 December
2025. A further report will be presented once this targeted recruitment round is complete.
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Consultation

No further consultation is required at this stage beyond the established EOI process and internal
review process.

Planning or Policy Implications

The new BDRP rotation will operate under the updated Terms of Reference, as endorsed by
Council at its meeting of 22 July 2025. The core elements of the Terms of Reference remain
unchanged and the updates apply to BDRP referral triggers that include:

* New developments within the Local Government Area that are greater than three storeys (i.e.
four or more), including residential accommodation, tourist and visitor accommodation, and
commercial or industrial developments.

* Any development subject to Clause 6.5 Design Excellence of the Burwood Local
Environmental Plan.

* New developments containing ten or more units of residential accommodation, bedrooms, or of
comparable scale.

* Any development or planning proposal deemed by the Director City Strategy, Manager City
Planning, or Manager City Development to have the potential to significantly impact the
amenity of the locality or region.

* At the request of the Director City Strategy or Manager City Planning, carrying out a review of
Local Environmental Plan or Development Control Plan controls as they relate to the
achievement of design quality or design excellence.

* At the request of the Director City Strategy or Manager City Planning, carrying out a review of
any masterplan or planning proposal as it relates to the achievement of design quality or
design excellence.

* At the request of the Director City Strategy or Manager City Planning, providing advice and
commentary to promote and improve design quality outcomes across the Burwood Local
Government Area.

The interview process for shortlisted candidates ensured that future BDRP members are familiar
and/or experienced with design competition processes.

Financial Implications

As advised to Council on 22 July 2025, it is proposed that remuneration for the new rotation of
BDRP members be consistent with the Ministerial Direction for Panel Members for Local Planning
Panels, as follows:

e The Chair will receive a day rate of $2,000 plus GST.

e Ordinary BDRP members will receive a day rate of $1,500 plus GST.

e The appearance fee will cover all work related to a BDRP meeting, including preparation, site
visits, the meeting itself, and any review of minutes once the meeting is closed.

e Any additional meeting activities will be remunerated at an hourly rate of $285 for the Chair and
$214 for ordinary members. This applies to specific additional tasks requested by the Director
City Strategy, such as appearance at the Sydney Central City Planning Panel.

The BDRP continues to operate on a fee-for-service basis, with remuneration and operational
costs accommodated within existing budgets.

Conclusion

The EOI process attracted a strong field of experienced and highly capable design professionals.
The shortlisted and recommended candidates demonstrate the expertise required to guide high-
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quality design outcomes for Burwood during a period of significant urban growth and
transformation.

The new rotation of BDRP members will ensure continued access to high-calibre design advice,
strengthen Council’s commitment to design excellence, and support more consistent, transparent
and high-quality development outcomes across the LGA.
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