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BURWOOD LOCAL PLANNING PANEL 
MEETING 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BURWOOD LOCAL PLANNING PANEL held at the on 
Thursday 17 July 2025 commencing at 6:00 PM. 
 
Attendance  Kevin Hoffman, Chair  

Linda Kelly, Expert Panel Member 
Annette Ruhotas, Expert Panel Member 
Brian James, Community Representative 
Sumathi Navaratnam, Manager City Planning 
Julian Sciarrone, Executive Assessment Planner 
Alastair Sim, Senior Assessment Planner 
Anita Leighton, Coordinator EPlanning and Business Services  
Emily Lei, Stakeholder Engagement and Education Officer 
Erica Lacuna, Assistant Planner 
 

 
 
Opening of meeting 
 
The meeting opened at 6pm 
 
The Chair opened the meeting with Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
Apologies 

 Jai Reid, Manager City Development 

 
 
Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interests by Panel Members. 
 
Address by the public on agenda items 
 
The Panel heard from the following applicant representative. 
 

Name Ag Item Speaking 

Matt Brooks DA.2025.32 – Electric Vehicle Charger For Recommendation  
(Via Zoom) 

 
No other persons appeared to speak to the Panel regarding the Agenda. 
 
The panel moved into closed session at 7:15pm. 
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Development Applications 
 
 (Item DA7/25) DA.2025.32 - Electric Vehicle (EV) charging station at kerbside with 

integrated digital advertising signage. 

File No: 25/31200 

LPP27/
25 

RESOLVED 

That development application no. DA.2025.32, which proposes to install an electric 
vehicle (EV) charging station with integrated double-sided digital advertising signage 
panel, situated on Council owned land adjacent to the kerb on the northern side of 
Morwick Street, Strathfield (adjacent to Strathfield Sports Club), be approved subject to 
the conditions of approval contained in Attachment 3 subject to the addition of the 
following condition: 

 
3b. The electricity to the charging unit is to be supplied via an underground connection 
only. Any external/above ground element supplying electricity to the charging unit is 
prohibited. 
 
For: Kevin Hoffman, Linda Kelly, Annette Ruhotas, Brian James  
 
Against: Nil) 

 
 
Reasons for the decision 
 
The Panel inspected the development site and familiarised itself with the environment. The Panel 
heard from the Applicant and read all the reports. The Panel was conscious of the streetscape in 
the locality where overhead power lines are minimised and retention of streetscape is highly 
desirable as it is located near Strathfield Town Centre. Conditions should be imposed in the public 
interest. 
 
 
 (Item DA8/25) DA.2025.35 - Use of existing commercial premises as a 

'neighbourhood shop' (tobacconist), minor internal building alterations (internal 
shop fit-out), and installation of shopfront business identification signage and 
fixed security bars. 

 
File No: 25/32084 

LPP28/
25 

RESOLVED 

That development application no. DA.2025.35, for the ‘use’ of premises as a 
'neighbourhood shop' and minor internal building alterations (internal shop fit-out), to an 
existing ground floor commercial premises at No. 16 The Strand, Croydon 2132, be 
approved subject to the conditions of approval contained in Attachment 4, subject to 
amendment of Conditions 2 and 3 as follows: 

2. No approval is granted for any security bars or grilles and they should be 
removed as required by the Notice of Intention to Issue a Development Control 
Order by Burwood Council. 

3. No approval is granted for any signage. A separate application will need to be 
made for any fresh signage. 
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For: Kevin Hoffman, Linda Kelly, Annette Ruhotas, Brian James 
 
Against: Nil 

 

 
 
Reasons for the decision 
 
The Panel inspected the development site and familiarised itself with the environment. The Panel 
did not hear from anybody representing the Applicant. The Panel read the many concerns of the 
objectors. Legal advice brought in the Council report indicated that as the tobacconist is classified 
as a shop only, which is a permissible use, the property can continue to be used as a shop subject 
to controls of the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2008. In that case there is limited scope for the 
Panel to refuse this and can only control those matters relating to the LEP and heritage 
conservation area. The public interest requires that appropriate conditions be imposed as above. 
 
In reaching its decision the Panel considered the following: 
 
▪ Notice of Intention to Issue a Development Control Order by Burwood Council on 18 

September 2024 in relation to the removal of the advertising signs and the unauthorised 
security bars installed at the front of the premises. 

▪ Concern is raised that the signage does not comply with Part 3 Advertising and Promotion of 
Tobacco Products of the Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2008 as it gives publicity to or 
otherwise promotes or is intended to promote use of tobacco. 

 
The meeting closed at 7:21pm. 
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